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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week our year 3 and year 5 students participated in NAPLAN. I want to
congratulate all of our students for their stamina, perseverance and commitment to
these assessments this week. It can be a very tiring process, but they did it.
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I made an announcement last week that, based
on the enormous amount of exceptional
persuasive pieces of writing from students, I
would no longer be selling the playground
equipment. I know that a handful of parents had
concerns that students were being misled,
however, I believe the outstanding pieces of
writing that were produced has proven the
exercise was purposeful and inspired genuine
and passionate responses.
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Our Mother’s Day Stall was a huge success and I am positive there were lots of
happy mums, grandmas or significant others on Sunday. Thank you to Fiona, and
her wonderful fund raising team, for organising the stall.
The dental van has been on site, and working closely with our students, to provide
a free dental health service. Thank you to all our
families for providing the paperwork to ensure a
smooth running of the program.

Sale of playground equipment

We have made some significant progress with the playground upgrade. This week I
signed off on the final design of the year 3-6 playground and now we will wait to
receive an actual start date. This is very exciting.
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The School Council has also approved to build a new soccer pitch which will sit alongside
the current one. We will also put some additions in place on the old soccer pitch so that it
can be used as a volley ball court and tennis court. These modifications are not permanent
fixtures but will allow us to use the facilities in a way that is versatile and provide students
with additional play spaces.
This week we have a focus on reading in the home. Please take some time every night to
either hear your child/ren read or have an adult read to your child/ren. Reading is so
important and it is an area of the school that we want to continue to encourage, inspire and
promote.
We continue to monitor our school uniform to ensure all students are wearing the correct
uniform. As I have stated many times, school pride starts with wearing the correct school
uniform. If you require any support, please do not hesitate to contact the office.
If you would like to raise any concerns regarding your child/ren, the correct process is to
speak to the classroom teacher first and discuss your concerns at this level. If you are not
satisfied with the actions or outcome, please contact the office and ask to speak to your
child’s year level assistant principal.
We are almost at the halfway point of the term. Let’s keep working hard to build success in
every child across the entire the school.

Honey Stirling

CANTEEN NEWS
JJs are back. I have the
following flavours
I have finally been able
to restock Halal pies, so
they are back on the menu.
Just a reminder - if your child orders any
frozen items or jelly, they have to bring their bag back to the canteen to
collect the item.
Every Tuesday, I will be baking ANZAC biscuits.
If your child would like to purchase one, they
are 70c each.
I also now stock a new drink that has a 5 star
health rating - ChillI. The photo has the available flavours.
If you would like to order lunch for your child you have two options.
Option one - online ordering www.flexischools.com.au .
Option two - Write your child’s name and grade on a brown paper bag and what they
would like to order, with the correct money in the bag. If your child is not well, or goes
home early, and you have a lunch order, please ring to let me know or come over to the 2
canteen to collect their lunch.
THANK YOU
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WHAT’S ON?
DENTAL VAN IS HERE

TERM 2 - WEEK 4

Thursday 13 May

• NAPLAN TESTING - YEARS 3 and 5
• NEWSLETTER

Friday 14 May

• NAPLAN TESTING -- YEARS 3 and 5
• YEAR 6 INTERSCH00L SPORT

DENTAL VAN IS HERE
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Library - Prep-2

TERM 2 - WEEK 5

Library - 3-6

YEAR 4 SWIMMING PROGRAM
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NAPLAN TESTING - YEARS 3 and 5

Monday 17 May

Tuesday 18 May

• THE PROCESS OF MAKING A LAW INCURSION - YEAR 5

Wednesday 19 May

• THE PROCESS OF MAKING A LAW INCURSION - YEAR 5

Thursday 20 May
Friday 21 May

• YEAR 6 INTERSCH00L SPORT

DENTAL VAN IS HERE

TERM 2 - WEEK 6

Library - Prep-2

Monday 24 May
Tuesday 25 May

• CAMBRIDGE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
• YEAR 1 WERRIBEE OPEN RANGE ZOO EXCURSION

Wednesday 26 May

• DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY (9 STUDENTS)

Thursday 27 May

• TOYS OVER TIME INCURSION - YEAR 2

Friday 28 May

• YEAR 6 INTERSCH00L SPORT

DENTAL VAN IS HERE

TERM 2 - WEEK 7

Library - 3-6

Monday 31 May
Tuesday 1 June

•

Wednesday 2 June

•

Thursday 3 June

• CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Friday 4 June

• YEAR 6 INTERSCH00L SPORT

TERM 2 - WEEK 8

Library - Prep-2

Monday 7 June
Tuesday 8 June

•

Wednesday 9 June

•

Thursday 10 June

•

Friday 11 June

• CURRICULUM DAY
3
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Congratulations to the following students:

Advik
Tiwari
Prep B
Moaty
El Mir
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Thridha
Nukala
1B

Jordyn
Brooks
2A

Shilyn
Hudson
2G

This student has shown all the school values and is
improving every day. He shows respect to his teachers
and class mates, self-resilience by not giving up easily
and excellence in all his work. I’m so proud of the
student you are becoming. Keep up the amazing work
Advik Tiwari.
Moaty has been working hard in participating in class.
He has been trying super hard to listen and do the best
that he can do. Moaty has improved with asking and
answering questions. Great job. Keep up the great
work.
Luka has been working very hard every day to achieve
his literacy goals. Luka is persistent with his reading and
has made all his teachers proud with his willingness to
learn. Luka takes initiative and asks for help when
unsure of things which shows that Luka is building on
his Growth Mindset. Great work Luka. Keep on
shining.
Thridha is a positive role model for her peers. She
consistently demonstrates the school values by being a
respectful student who listens attentively and is kind
and helpful towards others. Thridha also demonstrates
excellence in all her learning by trying her best,
working hard and challenging herself to achieve her
best.

For consistently trying her best. She is considerate of
others in the class, always helpful and helps make 2A a
great learning environment. We are lucky to have you
at school every day. Congratulations!

Shilyn consistently demonstrates the school values. She
is polite and patient, shows care and concern towards
both students and teachers, is a problem solver, comes
to school ready to learn and is an overall positive
example for others. Well done Shilyn!
4
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Congratulations to the following students:

Hsar Shee
Thaw
3E

Devman
Dhillon
4D

Emily
Zhang
4E

Quan
Luu
5D

Hsar Shee is a quiet, friendly student who
works hard each and every day. She takes on
challenges with a positive attitude and strives
to be the best she can be. She has grown in
confidence to share her ideas with the class and
I can’t wait to see her continue to grow and
learn as the year progresses.

For excellent growth mindset and increasing
confidence in his learning. Also, celebrating his
athletics achievements.

Dedicated, resilient, and positive - this student
knows what she needs to do to be successful
and does it! She takes on learning challenges
with enthusiasm and recently started the
tutoring program, which she has approached
proactively and with enthusiasm. On top of all
this, she has also been working on contributing
more in class and sharing her wonderful ideas.
Thank you Emily Zhang.
For the enthusiastic way you tackle all areas of
your learning. You have been working very
hard to develop your reading and writing
skills, and you are improving every day. You
live the school values in everything you do,
and are a great model for others to follow.
Keep up the superb work Quan!
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Congratulations to the following students:
WEEK 4

Nash
Hoggins
5E

Aleezah
Talpur
6B

cont’d

For his positive approach to learning and
excellence and enthusiasm when contributing
to 5E’s collaborative knowledge.

Aleezah consistently works to the best of her
ability and challenges herself at any
opportunity. She always contributes her
thoughts and ideas. Aleezah’s dry sense of
humour, and quick-witted personality, is a
breath of fresh air.

EARTH CRUSADERS GARDENING CLUB
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The Earth Crusaders, a
lunchtime gardening group,
have been very busy planting
seedlings in our garden
boxes. We look forward to
seeing the plants grow.
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LITERACY and NUMERACY WEEK

Respect

Alongside great activities at school for literacy and numeracy
week, we want to invite families to join in the fun at home.

Literacy & Numeracy Week

Literacy

When driving find signs that Lego stacks from 1-10 (or
have the first letter of your
higher)
Primary
name.

Integrity
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17th~21st May

I Spy something beginning
with the letter….

I Spy—Shapes & Colours

What is your favourite
character in the story? Why
do you like them?

How many days until
their next birthday?

Watch a movie and discuss
alternative endings. Write
down your favourite
version.

Bake some cookies.
Have a go at doubling
or halving the recipe!

Look at family photos and
discuss family history to
create a family tree.

Who is the tallest and
shortest? Create a
family height graph.

Write a song and sing it
together. You may like to
make a video of your
production or share your
performance.

Estimate weight of fruit
and vegetables while
you are shopping. Order
purchases from lightest
to heaviest.

Create a stop motion script
and video. If you need some
ideas visit acmi.net.au ‘Make
a Stop Motion Animation’.

Play card games (Snap,
Go Fish, Old Maid,
Solitaire, Uno, 500,
Canasta, etc.)

Senior

Research an Aussie holiday
destination and write a perPrimary
suasive letter to your parents
about why your next holiday should be there.

Jellybean Competition

Create a holiday budget
- consider costs for
travel, accommodation,
meals, tourist
attractions, etc.

CONNECTIONS
Great community groups and
resources to support literacy
and numeracy development.
WynLearn
www.wynlearn.net.au


Junior Chess Club



Abacus for Kids



Read with Me at home
ONLINE



Code Club

Wyndham eLibrary
www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/
libraries/elibrary/education-elibrary

The Victorian Maths Challenge
www.education.vic.gov.au/
about/events/vmc

Growth Mindset Posters

Watch out on Compass and

Children are encouraged to create a growth

Facebook for our Jellybean

mindset poster with a focus on Literacy or

Competition. Children can

Numeracy.

estimate the amount of jellybeans in the jar and then
submit their answer using a
QR code.
Stay tuned!

All posters will be in the running for prizes
and the winning posters will be displayed in
our library.
Please ensure your child’s name is on their
poster and placed in the box at the office by
28th May 2021.
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Do you know what your children are doing online?
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What is wellbeing?
Wellbeing involves all areas in life that help you and your family feel good. This includes eating
healthy and exercising, feeling safe and loved, and having a sense of belonging in your
community. Wellbeing is feeling good in your own skin and having the means to live a happy
and healthy life.
With the aim of making our Wellbeing a priority, here are some strategies for looking after our
mental health through the 5 Ways to Wellbeing:

Connect: Developing close relationships, connecting and socialising with friends, family and
others, is important for good health and wellbeing. Choose to speak to someone face to face,
rather than send an email. Check in with someone and listen to how they really are going
(could be a colleague, friend, neighbour or family member).

Being Active: Being active is important for good health at all ages and life stages to help keep
your mind and body working well. It isn’t hard or costly and can be very enjoyable. Being
active can have a positive effect on your mood, increase your muscle mass, increase your brain
cells and prevent or delay the onset of many illnesses. Go for a walk, a run, just step outside,
stretch, stand at your desk or put on some music and dance! Do it alone or with a friend or with
family. It could have the added benefit of making you smile or laugh!

Keep Learning: We often think about learning as being something important for children or
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young adults. We place a great deal of importance on making sure young people develop skills,
knowledge and experience to help them on their journey into adulthood. But research shows
it’s just as important for people of all ages and life stages to keep learning for happiness, health
and wellbeing. Try something new, re-discover an old interest, sign up for a course or even bake
something new! It doesn’t have to be expensive. There are lots of courses available through
community centres or online that are free or very low cost.

Being Aware: Take time to stop and be aware of your surroundings and the moment you are
in, paying attention to your thoughts and feelings. Be curious and become aware of what is
around your environment. Doing this can positively change the way you feel about life and
how you approach life’s challenges.

Helping Others: Most people would agree that helping others is a good thing to do in itself.
But research shows it can also improve your wellbeing. Show small acts of kindness, through
smiling, saying hi or thank you. Have a cup of tea with someone, offer to help a friend or
colleague or just stop for a chat with someone who looks a little lost or lonely.

Today might be the perfect time to squeeze in a bit of self-care and do something
that makes you smile! Choose one of the 5 ways to Wellbeing or go out for a
meal, put your feet up and read a book, or call a friend to check in!
If you’d like more information on the 5 Ways to Wellbeing, the website has some
tools (including a great wellbeing plan!) https://5waystowellbeing.org.au/
9
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Thank you again to all the families who completed our survey in Term 1. We would like to
continue the communication between home and school, sharing important information that
can assist families to understand the academic and wellbeing opportunities, supports and
programs at school for your children.

Growth Mindset
All students at school participate in lessons and activities that promote a growth mindset. If
tasks are difficult, teachers use the vocabulary of ‘not yet’ rather than ‘cannot’ with students
to encourage them to persist and be resilient with their learning. This encourages students to
challenge themselves and develop a sense of confidence and responsibility in a supportive
manner.

Curriculum
Students study English, Numeracy, Humanities, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Physical
Education and Italian. Teacher’s provide learning at the level of each student’s need and
challenge them to develop new skills in each lesson. Students are given the opportunity to
explore and learn about topics that interest them for authentic learning, for example, when
writing an information text, they may choose a topic they connect with or have a desire to
learn more about. Teachers provide diversity within their programmes to ensure
inclusiveness, and interests and abilities of all students are considered and met.
Teachers provide support to students to use their diary and reading journals daily.
Reminders and organisational activities are practised to support a good routine in managing
classwork or homework. These supports include, iPad reminders/alarms, lists, visual
schedules, classroom timelines and verbal prompts/reminders from teachers.

Extra Curricula Activities
Students have the opportunity to participate in many extra activities whilst at school. These
include: Breakfast Club • Chess • Education & Book Week • Junior School Council • Break
time Clubs • Happy Healthy Kids Mornings • Out of School Hours Care • Robotics •
Sports clinics • Student Ambassadors • Speech Therapy • Young Leaders

Communication and Support
Successful communication between home and school starts with a positive relationship with
the teacher, student and their family. Families have the opportunity to meet face-to-face
with the teacher at the beginning of the year and mid year. If you need to meet with your
child’s teacher at any other time, it is encouraged and can be accommodated with a phone
call via the administration office. Compass allows for learning task information to be shared
with families at the end of each term and academic reports are shared mid year and end of
year. If families have any academic questions throughout the year, a phone call to the
teacher is encouraged to gain further feedback. Teachers would also contact families to
discuss academic successes and concerns as appropriate.

I hope this information provides some understanding for the questions asked on our survey.
I would like to continue to hear from families their thoughts and ideas about how we can
continue to improve our students’ experiences at school.
Please contact Sue McGowan or email the school on cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au if
10
you have any further questions or ideas to share.
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ATTENDANCE Weeks 1 to 3 - Term 2
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It has been a good start to the term with most of our families
making it to school for our start time of 8.45am.
It is also pleasing to see students attending school on a regular basis
and if they are absent, families are calling the office to explain their
non-attendance or making an attendance note themselves on
Compass. Please call 9748 9011 if your child is absent from school.
As of next week if you do not notify us of your child’s absence, upon their return to school,
the classroom teacher will send home an absent note for you to fill out and return to school.
In today’s newsletter, and every fortnight from now on, we will share each year level’s
record of attendance with late arrivals, unexplained absences and overall attendance. Whilst
trying to decrease late arrivals and unexplained absences, we hope to improve daily
attendances. Your help in getting your child/ren to school on time and each day is greatly
appreciated.
Late Arrivals Weeks 1 to 3
Year Prep

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

22

32

54

108

40

28

53

Unexplained Absences Weeks 1 to 3
Year Prep

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

19

20

43

28

32

20

14

Attendance by % Weeks 1 to 3
Year Prep

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

ENR

90.51

93.60

91.10

92.57

91.81

93.57

92.16

97.12

Challenges for weeks 4 and 5
Can Year 3 students make an improvement on their arrival time to school?
School starts at 8.45am and you will be marked late after 8.50am.
Can Year 2 students explain their absences? Remember all families can add an attendance
note via compass or call the office on 9748 9011 to explain why their child/ren are away
from school or send a note to the classroom teacher upon their return.
Student attendance at school should sit above 95%. Students in Enrichment are attaining
this. Can all other year levels improve their overall attendance in the next fortnight?
Year 5 students are so close to total attendance of 95%. Will they make it next fortnight?
Can Year 1 students also make it?
Please remember, all students need to attend school when well.
Good luck students and families on improving attendance at school.
11
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Excerpt from: Scrap the textbooks: why making maths fun should be a national
priority. Published April 22 2021 The Courier
By Christopher Hogbin, who is Digital Education Lead at 3P Learning - the
name behind online learning programs such as Mathletics and Reading Eggs.
Full Article
Continued from last week

GET KIDS TO SOLVE REAL-LIFE PROBLEMS
Authentic problems put an end to the ‘when will we ever use this’ complaints that turn so
many kids off mathematics. Here's what they all share:


Either not enough or too much information - students need to figure out what
information they need to solve the problem



A real, legitimate need to be solved



Many possible approaches (and sometimes answers)

Ask kids to figure out how long it takes to fill a watering can, create a system to keep track
of how much fruit they're eating, or find three new mathematical symbols in the newspaper.
Resist the urge to give them full guidance and you'll be surprised by what they come up
with.

MAKE MATHS COLLABORATIVE
Collaboration makes maths so much more engaging and it reflects the way maths is used in
the "real world" to connect problem solvers with different strengths.
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What's more, it encourages discussions that promote deeper conceptual understanding and
enhanced communication skills.
This is easier than ever in the age of remote learning. Connect kids with thousands of global
peers to celebrate World Maths Day online, or set up a Skype homework date with their
friends.

EMPHASISE PLAY AND DISCOVERY
The most confident maths students approach the subject with curiosity.
Nurture this in the early years by encouraging them to experiment with numbers and shapes.
Guess then count the number of stairs at home, go on a quest to discover a new shape, keep
a running tally of different cars spotted in the street ... anything that fosters an organic
connection with maths.
Sound more like play than work? Good - it's about time.
Because, if we're serious about building an innovative and entrepreneurial future, we have
to get our kids excited about numbers sooner rather than later.
For many of us adults, this means we'll have to loosen up and change our mindsets about
the subject.
Discuss maths at the dinner table. Turn it into a game. Scrap the textbook and have some
fun instead.
With both parents and teachers celebrating the magic of maths, our kids will be quick to
follow.

12
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The CPS Chess Championships will be held on Thursday 3rd
June. It will be an all day event held on campus. This event
is optional and open to any student in Years 3-6 who
can play chess. The cost is $25 and the event will be run by
the professionals at Northern Star Chess. Trophies will be
given to the champion in each year level, and the school
champion will have their name placed on the perpetual
trophy, which is displayed in the gym foyer. Also, students
who perform well at this tournament will qualify for the
Victorian State Championships, which begin in Term 3.
You are welcome to submit an expression of interest to the
school via the email – cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au –
and a permission form will be generated for you. Thank
you,
David Jarred
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CAMBRIDGE CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 202114
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

PREP
The preps have been working really hard this term. They are making massive improvements
in all areas.
Weeks 4 and 5 Overview
Reading: We are focusing on ‘solving words’. We have learned new strategies to solve
words such as ‘Eagle Eye’, ‘Lips the Fish’ and ‘Chunky Monkey’. We are starting text to self
connections next week, where students relate text to their own life. Students will also be
practicing the heart words ‘put’ and ‘do’.
Writing: In MSL, we will be covering the letters k and j. Students will be learning the sound
these letters make, as well as the correct entry and exit points when forming these letters. We
are starting to hear and blend sounds in words.
Maths: Students are finishing off data this week, where they have created a yes/no question,
collected the data and interpreted the data. Students will commence our shape unit next
week, where we look at 2D and 3D shapes.
Humanities: We are exploring different games we can play in our local community.
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For Prep families only - please read
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 1
Can you believe it is already the end of week 4? We are almost half way through the term.
Students have been very engaged in our literacy, where we have been reading an
information report about Blue Whales. They have ben learning about the key features of an
information report, including table of contents, glossary, index, diagrams, captions, and bold
words. They have learnt to identify these in the texts we have been reading and how to use
these features to help them search for information within the text. Our writing of
information reports has linked closely with our reading and students have been able to use
the facts they have learnt in reading to write their own information report. Students have
focussed on the text structure of using sub-headings and writing information in to their own
words in full sentences. We are seeing all students enthusiastic about writing and feeling
positive about their individual achievements.

Year 1 Excursion:
This week a note has gone home about our
upcoming excursion to the Werribee Open Range
Zoo on Tuesday 25th May. Students will participate
in a Zoo Classroom session called ‘Habitat Heroes’
where they will learn about animal habitats and
animal lifecycles. Then we will go on the Safari Bus
to explore more of the animals at the Open Range
Zoo.
Please return the permission note and payment slip
as soon as possible.
Any parents, who would like to express their interest in coming along as a parent helper,
need to complete the form below and return it to their child’s classroom teacher. Please
note - volunteers must hold a current Working with Children’s Check to be eligible. (Please
provide a copy with your expression on interest.) Unfortunately, we cannot take all parents
who volunteer, so we will randomly select names for our parent helpers.
More details about what to bring along to excursion will be sent home the week prior to
the excursion.
Thank you,
Year 1 Teachers
________________________________________________________________________________

Year 1 Werribee Open Range Zoo Excursion Expression of Interest
I _____________________________ would like to express interest in come along to the Year 1
Werribee Open Range Zoo Excursion on Tuesday 25th May.
I have attached a copy of my Working with Children’s Check.

17
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 2
The Year 2 classes are continuing to investigate the history of our local area. We welcomed
Lance Pritchard from the Werribee History Historical Society. He showed us lots of photos
from life in the olden days. Highlights include - how people used to get water from a well
and washed their clothes in a bucket, how to build a haystack without machines and when
Werribee Manor burnt down. We will continue our investigations by finding out about our
family history, so get ready to be interviewed by your student!
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In Maths, we are looking at multiplication and division.
In English, we are focusing on writing persuasively and making connection between the text
and ourselves, our world and our prior knowledge.
18
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 3
This week our year 3 students completed their first set of NAPLAN tests and as year 3
teachers, we could not be prouder of how they handled themselves during this time! They
showed great resilience and gave their best effort on each test that they had to complete.
As we near the middle of Term 2, we are continuing to work on developing our students
knowledge and skills around narrative writing. We have looked at some figurative language
such as similies, metaphors and onomatopoeia and how an author might use this to engage
the reader. We are working hard on developing skills in addition and subtraction and
learning various strategies that we can use to solve these problems. In humanities, we have
looked at both positive and negative coping strategies that we might use in our life when
problems occur.

Reminders:

Integrity

-students need to have a charged iPad at school everyday
-ensure that your child’s jumper/coat has a name on it
-students need to be at school at 8:45am each day to ensure that they get the most out of
their learning
-students should be reading each night for homework and recording this in their school diary.

Self-resilience
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Upcoming Events:
3-6 Athletics at VU Tuesday 25th May
Curriculum Day Friday 11th June
Queens Birthday Monday 14th June
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YEAR 4
The year 4s have had a very busy start to term 2! Our focus in humanities has been
exploring big ideas about the environment and the climate. We also took time to appreciate
the nature we have within our school environment. How we explored this was through
some nature photography, where students were instructed to take great pictures without
manmade objects. Below is a collection of some of the best examples of photography the
students took. The year 4s have been working hard on their explanation texts in writing and
have been focusing on creating interesting paragraphs. Below you will find examples of this
incredible writing. Next week we have swimming, so be sure to send your child with
bathers underneath their school uniform, a plastic bag with a change of clothes and another
plastic bag for students to place their wet clothes in.
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Wajiha 4E, Sienna 4E, Ayaan 4E, Kaashvi 4E, Emily 4D, Nida 4D and Ava 4D
Love the photos year 4! Great photography.
How do cyclones form?
A cyclone forms over warm oceans and the wind around it starts to spin around. A thunderstorm is coming! If
the wind pull is strong, the water also starts to spin. If the wind spins, the pull is strong enough and if the storm
is near, it becomes a cyclone.—Jacob 4B

Why do they feed cubs?
The cubs nurse with their mother until they are 24 weeks old. At that point, the mother starts to bring food for
the cubs, such as buffalo, wild pigs and deer. The cubs can’t hunt on their own until they are 1 and a half years
old.—Mahie 4B
When do kittens become an adult?
At 5-6 weeks, kittens become cats. Kittens get baby teeth and they lose them at 2-4 weeks. The kitten will have
a full set of teeth at 7 months. Did you know kittens stop growing at 12-15 months? - Nina 4B
Why do bulls charge?
Bulls are colour blind. Bulls don’t like the sound of the flapping flag. This makes them angry and they charge at
you.—Ryder 4B
20
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YEAR 5
Year 5s have had a busy week of testing with Naplan. Well done to the students and their
families for dealing with what can be an overwhelming and stressful time. Teachers have
provided guidance in coping with test anxiety and activities to debrief and decompress
following the assessments. Please don’t be concerned about results. Students have done their
best and should be commended for this.
Moving forward, year 5s are continuing to deepen their understanding of the Science Fiction
genre. Students are carrying on in depth discussions about themes imbedded in their
classroom texts and making inferences about characters based on the their traits.
In mathematics, they are moving into the exploration of multiplication and division
strategies that reinforce flexible thinking about numbers.
For humanities, students have been learning about the Australian political system and other
forms of governing around the world. Students have been making connections between the
systems of rule in science fiction texts and those that exist elsewhere.
On Tuesday 18th May and Wednesday 19th May, all year 5 students will be participating in
free online incursion conducted by the Victorian Parliament called: The Process of Making a
Law. Each grade will attend a 30 minute Webex session.
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Students learning
about Australia’s
three levels of
government.
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YEAR 6

Respect

Brain Breaks
Brain breaks are said to be important by scientists and even some teachers. They help to
reduce stress and anxiety in children. It also can help their mind by having a small break and
refreshing their mind after a tough session. Researchers have proven that students are more
likely to learn better and get their work done after they have exercised. Students can have
brain breaks in lots of ways, like outside and inside games and doing exercises. Exercising can
increase blood flow to the brain which helps in staying alert and focusing.

I

Some pros include: 1. Better behaviour 2. Increased productivity 3. Creative thinking
4. Increasing efficiency and performance 5. Enhanced comprehension.
Students should have a short brain break regularly. Brain break activities take about 3-5
minutes of class time. These breaks are refreshing for the minds of children and teachers! We
did a survey and 23 out of 23 students in one year six class room, including the teacher,
agreed to having brain breaks often. By Vansh and Max and from 6C
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Lunch clubs
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At school we have lunch clubs, including: Dodgeball, Zen club, Rebellious Readers, Creative
Corner, Sports Fanatics, Epic Gamers, Checkmate, Little Shakespeare, Singing Frenzy, Earth
Crusaders and Robotics. We know these clubs are good because they have a variety of
things to do. They are always open, you can make new friends at the clubs and they make
you more active during lunchtime. The best part is you can switch clubs whenever you
want! By Ethan and Robert from 6C

Read! Read! Read!
Reading is an important part of our lives. It not only enhances our knowledge, but also
improves our vocabulary allowing us to reflect on this in our writing. Reading also helps us
to relieve stress as many tend to 'get lost in the book' and forget their troubles. According
'www.busniess insider.com.au', reading improves your memory and leads to a positive
attitude which results in a more happy and content life. Not only does reading improve
your mental health and and wellbeing, but also, overall, is a fun and educational pastime.
So, Read! Read! Read! By Yethmini and Thinuli from 6C
Science
For Science in year 6, we have been making sherbet, also called wizz fizz. The ingredients
are bicarb soda, citric acid, jelly crystals and icing sugar. Mixing them together makes a
physical change. When eating the mixture, it combines with your saliva to make a chemical
change and it is delicious. We look forward to more science experiments especially when
you can eat it! By John and Xavier from 6C
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ENRICHMENT
Biographies Rubric
This week, in literacy, we have been exploring biographies. We worked in small groups to
create our own rubric to assess biographies. Our rubric includes the following elements:
Cohesion, Opinion, Humanness, Authenticity, and Language Conventions. We will use this
rubric to help us write biographies of the people we interview in the coming weeks.
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Humanities
This week we have started to design a website that provides assistance for newly arrived
refugees and immigrants in Wyndham. Some of the information we have collated include
emergency numbers, translators, places of worship, cultural clubs and associations, places to
celebrate cultural festivals, and helpful websites and apps. We plan to share this website with
the Wyndham City Council by the end of term.
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NAPLAN
This week, close to half our grade has been doing NAPLAN. These students have joined
different year 5 classes to ensure consistency with testing conditions. We would like to thank
all year 5 students and teachers for welcoming the enrichment students into their rooms. The
23
Enrichment class also wishes all students sitting NAPLAN tests the best of luck!
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ENRICHMENT cont’d
Art
This week, in Art, we have been making our own original patterns. We will be using these
patterns, as well as others, in a canvas picture, where we need to have a foreground, middle
ground and background.
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Electives
We are really enjoying Electives this term!
In Art, we have been looking at body proportions. We are starting to make sculptures of
famous people we look up to.
In Chess, we play against a different opponent each week. At the end of this term, the
person with the most points gets a gold medal!
In Digital Technologies, we are coding a website using the coding languages HTML and PHP.
In Music, we are playing as a band called “The Hummingbirds”. We are currently practising
24
a song called “Waterloo” by ABBA. We sound pretty cool!
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ENRICHMENT cont’d
Massive Minecraft Build Challenge
Last week, we started a Massive Minecraft Build Challenge (MMBC). We were asked to
design and build the most exciting and creative rollercoaster we could think of in Minecraft
Education!
We used rails to build our rollercoasters. Some of us automated our rollercoasters with
powered rails. A few students made the rails pass through portals and into different realms.
For the challenge, we had to submit either a screenshot and/or video of our rollercoaster.
For participation, we will receive a Freddo. The winner, however, will win a whole block of
chocolate! We will announce the lucky winner in the next newsletter.
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SPECIALISTS
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Our 3-6 Athletics Carnival will be taking place on the 25th May. There has been a change to
parking access at the venue. Due to a Covid testing station set up in the athletics track
carpark, all parents who are wanting to attend the carnival will need to park in the VU
Werribee Health and Fitness Centre carpark, at no extra cost.
More information about this will be sent out via Compass closer to the event.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
In Performing Arts, the preps have been learning about acting and have
had a go at acting in different forms such as mime and puppetry.
Students have been working together to create
and perform stories and practice using different facial expression.
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Meet some of our Italian Ambassadors
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Last week, 49 students competed against other schools in the District Cross Country. We are
so proud of their persistence and the way they represented Cambridge Primary School.

Congratulations to the 9 students who made it through to the next round of the
Division Cross Country!
Alyxa 3A

Emily 4A

Oliver 5C

Charli 5D

Esha 6B

Ethan 6C

John 6C

Jowan Enrichment

Kimberly Enrichment
A special mention to Emily, Oliver and John who came first in their age group! We are so
excited to see all our students compete on 26th May at Divisions and represent Cambridge
Primary School!
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