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Dear Parents and Carers,
Wow! Another lockdown!
It is hard to believe that we have been in lockdown again. I am seriously starting to lose
count.
I want to thank each and every one of our parents and carers for your ongoing support
and commitment to keeping Cambridge Primary School COVID 19 safe.
It is exciting to know that we will be returning to Face to Face learning this Friday
(tomorrow). I know teachers and leaders will be excited to welcome back our students and
I hope our students are equally excited.
It hasn’t been an easy 2 weeks but, once again, you have all managed to work your way
through remote learning. I know for many of our students the novelty has really worn off
but let’s hope we get to spend the next two weeks learning and growing together.
I want to personally thank all teachers, leaders and education support staff for their ability
to switch into remote learning gear so quickly and efficiently. Your hard work and
commitment has not gone unnoticed. Thank you all so very much.
This was the first time we have used Google classroom as a whole school remote learning
platform and, for the most part, it appears to have worked very well. We will send out a
parent survey to gain some insight from our families in regards to how easy and seamless
the platform was to use.
I want to ask our families, once again, to do whatever it takes to ensure our students and
staff remain safe. Please do the simple things such as: sanitise, wear a mask, keep children
home if they are unwell and adhere to Tier 1, 2 and 3 expectations (see following page).
Talk to your child about not sharing food and washing their hands regularly. These are just
a few simple things that will help us remain COVID 19 free.
It has been a challenging time for everyone but, right now, what we need to focus our
efforts on is returning to face to face learning and making it to the end of term 2.
Due to the recent lockdown, the principal executive team have decided that parent teacher
interviews will be conducted online this term. You will receive information on how to
book a time with your child’s teacher through Compass. Your child’s school report will also
be available on Compass on Monday 21st June at 3.30pm.
I want to remind all parents and carers about parking and dropping off and picking up
students from school. Please follow all road safety rules to ensure there are no close calls
along Carruthers Drive.
Please read Compass updates regularly, as all school updates regarding our return to
school, excursions, incursions, swimming and the dental van will be published using this
platform.
Lastly, I want to wish all of our families a very safe and family filled long weekend.
Remember - stay close, stay safe and stay well.

Honey Stirling
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KEEP CAMBRIDGE SAFE
The following information is taken from https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/Understanding

What do I need to do if I have been to a
nominated exposure site?
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Anyone who has visited a Tier 1 exposure site during
the times listed must immediately isolate, get a COVID19 test, and quarantine for 14 days from the date of
exposure. You should also contact the Department of
Health on 1300 651 160.

Anyone who has visited a Tier 2 exposure site during times listed should urgently get a
COVID-19 test and isolate until they receive a negative result. You should also contact the
Department of Health on 1300 651 160.
Continue to monitor for symptoms and get tested again if symptoms appear.

Tier 3 exposure sites
Anyone who has visited a Tier 3 exposure site during times listed should monitor for symptoms. If symptoms develop, immediately get a COVID-19 test and isolate until you receive a
negative result.

To stay updated with the latest
exposure sites go to
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
exposure-sites#public-exposure-sites-invictoria

Who should quarantine (stay at
home)?
If you have symptoms of COVID-19 you
should get tested and wait (isolate) at
home. After your test, you must go home
or to your accommodation immediately
without stopping anywhere else. For further information, refer to: Getting tested.
You should quarantine at home if:
1. you may have spent time or live with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19
2. you may have spent time or live with someone who may have been exposed to the virus
at work, school or somewhere else
3. you may have been exposed to the virus at work, school or somewhere else
4. you have been directed by the Department of Health to quarantine
5. you have been identified as having to quarantine by authorised officers because you have
visited an interstate high risk location.
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/what-do-if-you-are-close-contact#i-am-quarantining-athome-%E2%80%93-what-if-i-live-with-other-people

How do I check-In?
• Download the Service Victoria App on your phone
• Follow the instructions.

If you have symptoms - please stay at
home and get tested!
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PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
This term has brought again many challenges, as you well know, especially in staying
connected with our community.
Though we know many of you have had regular contact with your child’s teacher, we still
need to conduct Parent Teacher Interviews. In doing so, we have had to change some of our
current processes to adhere to lockdown restrictions.
Parent Teacher Interviews will be running remotely – Wednesday 23rd June 2021.
Reports will be available to families Monday 21st June at 3.30pm via Compass.
Booking a time to meet with a teacher will still occur via the Compass platform, however, the
options are for a Webex meeting, or a phone call. (Just to note, some staff members cannot
currently participate in Webex meetings, and therefore will be calling only.) There are
instructions for sign-up to each option. If you wish to conduct the interview via phone, please
contact the school/your child's teacher prior to Monday 21st June with the request.
Bookings open Monday 14th June at 9.00am and close Friday 18th June at 4.00pm

As mentioned above, here are the instructions. If you're new to our school community, and
have not used Webex in the past, or would like a refresher, please see the following 2 video
tutorials:
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/sPFPurPZYJU
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/pjqdCmXUl3I
There is the added complexity for you, as well as our teachers, in conducting these interviews.
We acknowledge that many families are juggling work and home life responsibilities, and so,
to assist in simplifying the process of these meetings, please read the following guidelines:
• focus on your child’s progress
• adhere to the time limits. If the interview is not complete in 10 minutes, a follow-up
meeting can be arranged within the first two weeks of term 3, if necessary
• arrange for further discussion, should it be required.
We anticipate that issues may arise on the day, either due to family commitments, or
technological issues, and so we ask that you and teachers alike consider the following:
• if you or the respective teacher is more than 5 minutes late to a meeting, the assumption is
that an issue has arisen and the meeting needs to be rescheduled. In this event, teachers will
contact you to see whether another time can be arranged. Please be aware this might be
outside the designated days for Parent Teacher Interviews
• please be aware that we are all working towards the same goal. If a teacher feels that you
have become overly emotive (e.g. aggressive), or if a teacher feels threatened in any way,
the teacher will conclude the meeting. Please follow the ‘Parent/Guardian Code of
Conduct’, which will prevent this from happening.
As mentioned above, further instructions regarding sign-up to either a Webex meeting or
phone call with your child’s teacher via the Compass platform, will be sent out Friday 11th
June.
Kind regards,
Jane Budd
Assistant Principal
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WHAT’S ON?
TERM 2 - WEEK 8
Thursday 10 June

• Next Newsletter

Friday 11 June

•

TERM 2 - WEEK 9
Monday 14 June

• QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

Tuesday 15 June

•

Wednesday 16 June

•

Thursday 17 June

•

Friday 18 June

•

TERM 2 - WEEK 10

Integrity

Monday 21 June

Library - 3-6

NO LIBRARY

Tuesday 22 June
Wednesday 23 June

• Parent Teacher Interviews.

Thursday 24 June

• Next Newsletter

Friday 25 June

• END OF TERM - SCHOOL FINISHES AT 1.45pm

TERM 3 - WEEK 1
Monday 12 July

• Term 3 begins
•

Wednesday 14 July

•

Thursday 15 July

• Next Newsletter

Friday 16 July

•

Tuesday 13 July

E

Monday 19 July

•

Tuesday 20 July

•

Wednesday 21 July

•

Thursday 22 July

•

Friday 23 July

•

Excellence

Library - Prep-2

• Reports available on Compass at 3.30pm
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Interschool Sport

TERM 3 - WEEK 1

Interschool Sport
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PRINCIPAL AWARDS
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Congratulations to the following students:
WEEK 7
Vivaan
Mashar
Prep A

Chloe
Pratt
Prep B

Vihaan
Vakharia
1E

Hayley
DeBono
1F

Kiara
Hurne
2D

Vivaan comes to school every day with a big smile and
is ready to learn. He is a helpful and friendly class
member. Vivaan is a role model for others as he
demonstrates our school values and has a growth
mindset in all that he does. I am proud of how you are
hearing sounds in words when you write. Keep up the
great work Vivaan!

This student has demonstrated excellence in all areas.
She has worked hard to achieve her goals by practicing
every day, has been a role model student and displays
all the school values every day. Well done Chloe Pratt.

Vihaan displays the RISE values on a daily basis. He
shows respect and integrity with his beautiful manners
and kind, gentle behaviour. He shows self-resilience
and excellence as he tries hard to complete work to a
high standard and follow the success criteria of the
lesson.

This student has worked extremely hard all term. She
has used a growth mindset and pushed herself to be
the very best learner she can be. I am so very proud of
everything you have accomplished and how much
growth you have made. Keep up the great work,
Hayley DeBono.

Kiara exemplifies a growth mindset. She approaches
each new challenge with persistence as she is confident
if she keeps trying and puzzling it out she will be
successful. She is kind to everyone around her and a
constant help to her teacher. We’ll done Kiara.
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PRINCIPAL AWARDS
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Congratulations to the following students:
WEEK 7
Nanditha
Garlapati
2E

Grace
Thamdang

2F

cont’d

For being a polite, helpful and kind member of 2E.
You have settled into life at Cambridge Primary School
quickly and easily, and you show our RISE values every
day! Keep up the great work Nanditha!

Grace encompasses our school values respect, integrity,
self-resilience and excellence every day. She is
enthusiastic about learning and always sharing her
knowledge. Grace takes on any challenge and helps
others whenever she can. Congratulations and thank
you for being awesome Grace.

WEEK 8
Bianca
Kafle

3C

Gurnaaz
Rana
3D

Mia
Gray
4C

Bianca is a polite and kind member of 3C who always
strives to do her best in everything that she undertakes.
She is a role model for her fellow class members as she
demonstrates the school vales in everything she does.
Bianca displays a growth mindset when taking on new
challenges and bounces back from setbacks easily. She
is always willing to help her peers and teachers and
does so with a smile. Congratulations Bianca!

Gurnaaz demonstrates each and every day all of our
school values. She accepts challenges in her learning
and takes them on with a positive attitude. During
remote learning, she has remained active in her
learning and brought energy and joy to our class
WebEx meetings. Congratulations Gurnaaz!

For displaying the Cambridge Primary School values of
Self-Resilience and Excellence. Mia has a developed a
strong love of learning. She now comes to school with
a positive attitude to learn and work hard, and seeks
help when she needs it. It’s great to see her grow and
have more confidence in herself when faced with
challenges. Well done Mia!
6
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Congratulations to the following students:
WEEK 8
Raima
Bajaj

4D
Claire
Bell
5C

Jayden
Grech
5D
Madison
Wolski
6D

Hemish
Parmar
6E
Avik
Renjith
ENRICHMENT

cont’d

For always being ready and able to learn new things. Raima
takes on all feedback and makes necessary changes to her
work. She always has a smile on her face. No job/task is
too big or too small. Raima demonstrates R.I.S.E. values
every day.

For her dedication, enthusiasm and willingness to give
everything a go. Claire is a kind hearted and selfless person
always showing care and compassion for others. She
radiates positivity everywhere she goes, demonstrating the
exemplary role model that she is.

For his commitment towards his learning, and for his
enthusiastic and independent attitude to everything he
attempts. You have been working very hard to develop
your reading and writing skills and are improving every
day. You have a caring and reflective mindset, which is
appreciated by everyone in our class. Well done Jayden!
For being a beacon of integrity, respect and positivity at
Cambridge Primary School. Although you are a silent
achiever, who sometimes likes to fly under the radar, your
academic efforts never go unnoticed! You tackle any task
with positivity, self-resilience and strive for excellence every
day. Keep up all your hard work and continue to be the
awesome and kind role-model that you are to our class, and
the entire of Cambridge Primary School!
Hemish has made some really excellent progress this year as
he constantly strives to achieve his best and always displays
our school values. Hemish has managed to overcome some
challenges and continuously builds on his resilience, and is
displaying clear evidence of his ability to take on feedback
and work towards achieving his personal goals at school.
He is a helpful member of our class and leads by example,
both inside and outside the classroom. Congratulations
Hemish. Keep up the great work!
Avik displays a positive attitude towards school, learning
and his peers. He has worked very hard during remote
learning to submit work on time to a high standard. His
enthusiastic nature and creative ideas inspire those around
him. His self-motivation and love for learning have not
gone unnoticed. Congratulations Avik!
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Unfortunately our attendance data cannot be calculated due to the snap lockdown on May 28th. We
will resume our challenge to reduce late arrivals and unexplained absences and increase class
attendance when we are back on site.
The following facts are current regulations for families and schools about attendance:
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of
absence using one of the following methods:
•

Online: log the absence directly using your school’s IT platform.

•

Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences
and reason or leave a message on the absence line that is available 24hours a day

•

Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and
reason.

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away,
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.
Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent?
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at
school. From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact
parents/carers, as soon as practicable, on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your
child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence
will be marked as unexplained. This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school
every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. They learn new things every
day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
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E

You are legally required to ensure your child attends school every day or you must provide an
explanation for their absence. You should let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences
or let them know in the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement
the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to
-date contact details. Generally, one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances
that require both parents and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary
arrangements.

What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable
on the same day. Schools will let you know either by your school’s online communications app, SMS,
phone call or email. If you can’t be reached because the school does not have your correct contact
details (i.e. changed phone number, SMS/email failure notification received etc.), the school will
attempt to make contact with any emergency contact/s nominated on your child’s file held by the
school. Where possible, this contact will be made on the same day of the unexplained absence.
Your challenge by the end of term - explain your child’s absences!
Parents/Carers need to explain all unexplained days of absence. The following table shows the
amount of days each year level has with students recorded with unexplained absences. Parents/Carers,
if your child/children have had days absent, please amend them yourself via compass or contact the
office on 9748 9011.
2021

Year Prep

Year One

Year Two

Year Three

Year Four

Year Five

Year Six

No. of days
unexplained

90

80

195

109

145

99

75
8
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Wellbeing during lockdown
To keep us physically safe we have been asked again to stay at home. While this helps to contain the
virus, it can do some damage to our mental health. Many of you will have felt this through the loss
of work, income or social interactions. You might be trying to work from home while managing
kids’ home schooling and running a household. It can put a huge amount of stress on you as parents
and carers, but also on children as their structure and routine is flipped on its head.
It is at this point, that you might need the reminder, that it is perfectly okay to struggle with
lockdowns. There is a global health emergency at hand and you cannot be expected to operate at
your usual standard. So, go easy on yourself and your family and know that you are doing your best
with what you’ve been given. Here are some useful hints that might make it a bit easier this time
around and if at any time in the future we are asked to go into a lockdown again.

Learning from home
•

Create a learning routine – kids need structure and, when they cannot attend the structured
school day, it can be helpful to try and replicate this at home. Set a start time and an end time,
with breaks mixed in, just like school. This will help give the kids direction and focus and might
give you some time to get some work done yourself. Encourage kids to wear their uniform and
even have their lunch packed. The more things kept consistent the better.

•

Celebrate small successes – Set goals with your children and when they achieve them get
excited! It doesn’t have to be a big goal; it could be reading independently for 15 minutes or
completing their maths task. Agree upon a reward (like an episode of their favourite show) in
advance and celebrate when you achieve their goal together.

•

Get creative at home – the lessons your teacher provides are a great way to practise the skills
they have been learning, but don’t be afraid to get creative in their downtime. Cooking,
gardening, painting, playdough, slime, science experiments, writing, comic book creating. The
choices are endless.

•

Every day is a fresh start – don’t be surprised if you have bad days. Lockdown can put us all in
a difficult place and things can and will go wrong. Always remember that tomorrow is a new
day and a chance to succeed again. Reflect with each other on what went wrong and how
tomorrow can be different.

Following these tips will help your child stay engaged with their learning and help maintain that
crucial routine and structure. Consistent and reliable routine is a significant predictor of good mental
health. Regular bed times, school times, meal times and social times means kids can focus on what
they are doing in the moment, not wondering what is going to happen next.
Remember, we are all in this together. As a school and a community, we will do what we can to
support each other and come out the other side stronger.
If you need extra support, please visit:
•

Be You Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Service

•

Lifeline

or email our school Cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au with your contact details and what support
you require or phone the office 9748 9011 and ask to speak to our Wellbeing Team to assist in your
health and wellbeing.

Sue McGowan Assistant Principal Engagement and Wellbeing
Pene Toose Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator
9
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Parent Opinion Survey - Have your say
Next week parents/families will be invited to take part in our Parent Opinion Survey for
term 2. A Compass note will be emailed to all families on Monday, with the survey open
through to Friday. We look forward to your responses again and hope that at least the 166
families who responded in term 1 can again find the time to answer the questions and even
more families will take the opportunity to voice their opinions to the survey.
Look out for the link on Monday!

Our school was successful in receiving funding under the National School Chaplaincy service
for 2021-2022. We welcome Mark Wilkinson on to staff and look forward to him working
onsite for the remainder of this term, from next week. Mark’s work days will most likely be
Monday and Thursday. Here is a little bit about Mark.
Hi everyone. My name is Mark Wilkinson and I’m now the School Chaplain here at
Cambridge Primary School.
I’ve lived in this area for 17 years, living mostly here in the Cambridge estate of Hoppers
Crossing but, 2 years ago, my family and I moved to Tarneit. I know this area pretty well.
My wife and I do our shopping at the Plaza and my kids play sport locally so you might see
me around the place. Feel free to come and say ‘hi’ if you do.
I was the Chaplain at Wyndham Park
Primary School for the last 4 years and
I’ve enjoyed interacting with the school
community there. When that school
didn’t receive funding for the position, I
looked around for other options and
seeing a vacancy here at Cambridge, it
was an obvious choice for me to
explore Chaplaincy here. And here I am!
What does a Chaplain do? I’m glad you
asked. The chaplain joins the school’s
Wellbeing Team and plays the role
within that team that is required to
support students’ social and emotional
wellbeing. It’s a caring role. I’ll be
invited to come alongside some
students, be a friend and see how I can
support students in their holistic
educational journey.
I look forward to being a part of the
Cambridge Primary School Community.
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What a fantastic opportunity for you and your family!
Register your interest now - contact the school office to leave your details if
you are interested in attending the cooking classes next term!
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MATHEMATICS
Turns Out, Counting on Your Fingers Makes You Smarter

12

cont’d.

Children who have better perception of their hands tend to be more
skilled at math, research shows. Appeared in the October 22, 2016, WSJ print edition LINK
To test someone’s finger recognition, or finger gnosia, researchers block the person’s hands
from view, touch one or two fingers, and then ask the person to identify which of their
fingers was tagged. People with weak finger sense have trouble differentiating one finger
from another.
While researchers like Dr. Boaler and Dr. Berteletti believe finger sense is deeply connected
to mathematical achievement and should be cultivated, math teachers have traditionally
regarded fingers as a bridge to mental representations of numbers and abstract thinking that,
after a time, should be discouraged.
“I think the idea of don’t count on your fingers is still out there, but math has moved to the
idea that fingers and other manipulatives play an important role,” said Douglas Clements,
executive director of the Marsico Institute of Early Learning and Literacy at the University of
Denver’s Morgridge College of Education. “We want them to move off fingers but not so
soon that when they need concrete representations they don’t have it.”
Once the movements becomes internalized, Dr. Berteletti said, children will naturally
outgrow finger counting.

“It’s not something parents should be scared of,” she said. “It’s OK.”
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The connection between fingers and math was documented in the 1940s when people with
brain injuries lost the ability to perform calculations and, at the same time, identify their
fingers. Scientists are still puzzling out the link, but one possibility is that finger recognition
helps people visualize abstract concepts.
To demonstrate how visualization can improve mathematical understanding at all levels, Dr.
Boaler uses the problem of one divided by two-thirds. The abstract solution involves
multiplying one by the reciprocal of the fraction and then converting the result, an improper
fraction, to a mixed number.
Dr. Boaler, who encourages students to work out problems like these with diagrams and
pictures to “see why the answer is what it is,” offers this visual solution. Divide a rectangle
into thirds and shade two of the segments to depict how one divided by two-thirds equals
one-and-a-half.
The goal is to augment, not replace, abstract computations.
“We’re not saying everyone should count on their fingers their entire life and not develop
the ability to add abstractly,” Dr. Boaler says. “What’s being said is if you really know your
fingers well, that’s going to help you, and it will help you throughout your life.”
It’s a strategy, she says, that you can count on.

Click the hyper link or search ‘youcubed finger activities’ to find
more fun activities to do at home to build finger sense.
12
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

PREP
A very warm hello to all our Prep Families from the Prep Teachers!
Here we are now almost at the end of Term 2 and the holidays are in sight! But
wait!...Student Reports and Parent/Teacher Interviews are still to happen before the end of
the term - more information later via the school website and Facebook.
Our Prep students have been showing the school values of Excellence, Self Resilience and
Integrity with their
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fantastic learning here at school, both in the classroom and

out in the playground - well done Preps. Your teachers are VERY PROUD of
you!
We are also encouraging our Preps to be the best they can be So, to help this along, can we ask for your support too, to ensure your child has lots of
healthy snacks in their lunchbox for ‘brain breaks’ - just to help give them some extra energy
to maximise their learning and playing here at school. Thanks so much for your support!
So far, the Preps have been engaged in the following learning:
Reading - being able to self monitor our reading, make text to self connections and increase
our fluency (smoothness of our reading)

Writing - practising writing letters to match sounds of the alphabet, spelling Heart words and
hearing long and short vowel sounds in words
Maths - time, learning to tell o’clock, days of the week and how long everyday events take
Science - continuing to explore how things move in our ‘Push and Pull’ unit
Humanities - continuing with our focus on ‘playgrounds’ and how we can design our own
perfect, fun playground or item of play equipment.
See below for some photos of Prep D doing some terrific learning about 2D shapes!

Excellence

E
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 1
The year ones have responded to the lockdown with amazing resilience, hard work and
dedication. The teachers could not be more proud of the learning that has continued whilst
we have stayed safe at home. In the first week of lockdown, we have finalised our final
week with non fiction writing. Students picked their own topics and wrote information
reports at home. In our second week of lockdown, we have started Poetry. We have also
learned about subtraction and developed our strategies of counting back and using toys to
help us count. Students have been able to continue their reading and learning at home with
Epic and Mathletics. Their knowledge and use of online apps, to help with learning, has
been phenomenal!
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Our year 1 students have
been very busy learning
from home. Take a
minute to look at and
read this fabulous work!

14

YEAR 1 cont’d
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Jerry , 1E
Reya, 1E

Excellence

E
Mannan, 1E
Afiya, 1E

Go to page 36
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 2
Congratulations to students and parents for settling into remote learning again so
successfully. It has been a challenge, but the teachers are happy with the attendance each
day and the number of students completing their work! Well done everyone! Hopefully we
will be back to school soon! On the last day before lockdown, the year 2 students were
lucky enough to have a wonderful incursion! It was called ‘TOYS OVER TIME’ and students
had a chance to play with toys from 50 years ago and beyond. The students were very well
behaved and enjoyed the incursion immensely. It is part of our focus on history.
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS

YEAR 3
We want to start by saying thank you to all of our parents and carers for supporting our
students through the latest lockdown. Our students have once again adapted to the situation
and continued to perform so well, even with the complications that have been thrown at
them. We are hopeful that we will get some good news today about being back at school
on Friday which I am sure everyone will be looking forward to.
A friendly reminder that Friday 11th June will no longer be a curriculum day as this has been
postponed due to lockdown and COVID restrictions. We will all be back at school!
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Some of the amazing work completed during lockdown!
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YEAR 4

Chanuka 4D

Wow! Week 8 already! Time flies when you’re having fun! It seemed
to be a fantastic transition BACK into remote learning. Thankyou to
all parents, carers and students for adjusting so well to the sudden
change.
Students have adjusted well to Google Classrooms and we are all
learning to navigate around the new ‘remote’ space. Reminder that
iPads are needed at school daily, charged and ready to go, so that
children are able to learn more about Google Classrooms when we
return to on-site classes.
In the last week of term 2, there will be Parent Teacher Interviews.
Wednesday 23rd June. More details will follow on Compass.
Students are demonstrating the school value of integrity as they
complete assessments for end of semester reports. Through Remote
Learning, they have had to make positive choices even when no-one
was looking.
The year 4 teachers continue to be very proud of the achievement
shown by the students this semester.
Here are a few pieces of work from remote learning.

Gemma 4D

Self-resilience
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Nida 4D
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YEAR 5
All of the year five teachers are so
grateful to the families and students for
their engagement during this lockdown
period. The enthusiasm and positivity
displayed has been wonderful to see.
Students have continued their studies
remotely, writing their science fiction
narratives, with inspiring conviction.
They have pursued the exploration of
their classroom narrative analysing it
for elements of the writer’s craft that
they can draw on for their own text. In
mathematics, students have been
completing mid-year assessments and
looking at placing fractions on a
number line.

An excerpt from Martina’s sci-fi story plan

Excellence

E
An excerpt from Mikayla’s sci-fi story plan
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YEAR 5
Go to https://animoto.com/play/TzLl3arKqxO7dKM90sM2Jg and watch 5D being
creative during remote learning!
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As part of this term’s Humanities Unit, our year 6 students have been researching the effects
of natural disasters, specifically bushfires and floods, on the landscape, habitat and
communities in Australia. Students were exposed to a range of stimulus such as first-hand
accounts of survivors, wildlife rescue and documentaries. The students then channeled their
learning into an artwork, depicting what they have learned.
My art work represents
hope for all animals and
homes that get damaged by
floods and bush fires all
over the world. The fox
represents animals that get
damaged by these disasters
every year, but the rain
that’s inside the fox means
something different. It can
My artwork is about
cause disasters or it can be
earth, The reason why
her skin is a brown colour vital to the land. The fence
represents a snapping rope
is because how people
where the animals can go
used to disrespect black
but it’s shaping won’t last
people back in the day
and people right now are forever. And, the fire itself
represents sadness, hatred
not caring for the earth,
and the fire only lives for
like how people used to
destruction.
not care for black people. People have littered
and dumped a lot of
things on the earth, and
I’m pretty sure that causes
wildfires.
Shania 6A

My art work named ‘Alone’
is about mental health and
how when you have mental
health problems you have
can make you feel alone like
you’re stranded in the sea
by yourself.
This is my art work about
bushfires. On the left side
you see a boy crying. The
reason why he is crying is
because there’s bushfires on
the left side, which also is
the side of destruction.
On the right side you see a
lady. That lady is Mother
Nature, She is smiling
because she is on the side of
safety and alive, basically
the side of life.

Joy 6A

My artwork explains how
upset a young resident
would feel if her
community’s village was on
fire. The teenager is
Katelyn 6A devastated to see fires
surrounding her and animals
in danger. The sky was red
and you could see how the
fire has spread vigorously
Cory 6A
and has impacted soft, dirt
This drawing represents
areas. The point of my
how it is not only natural
artwork is to pray for
disasters that hurt our
Australia during the
Australia wildlife. A lot of
summertime and ask
our animals are hurt on the
yourself how you’d feel. Is
road. This drawing is about Fires don’t just affect us.
your soul dark or bright
The meaning of this
a koala trying to get away
during unexpected bushfires?
drawing is just a person
They effect our native
My artwork explains
looking for help during a from the fire, but has to
animals too and we need
emotions against the terrible
fire. They also have burns cross a road to saftey when to help anyone in danger.
on their skins and clothes. a car suddenly comes
Our homes are gone and so fires. It also shows that
Morrison 6B along.
are theirs. We are all in the whenever you experience a
bushfire whether it’s arson
same boat.
or natural, you warn your
Kahna 6B neighbours, friends or family
to evacuate before it’s too
late like in my drawing.

Helena 6B

My art represents, “You
Sometimes fire can bring
cant handle fire alone. You
comfort and warmth
need help!”
and sometimes it can deHugo 6B
stroy everything you
A house being caught up in
love.
a bushfire.
Hannah Rose 6B
Chad 6B

Hashini
6A
21
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My artwork symbolises
the destruction and
damage that Australian
Nature and native
animals have been
through during bushfire
periods. The quote in my
artwork, “It is during our
darkest times that we
must find the light,”
means that instead of
grieving, we should find
our strength and courage
and find a way to make a
difference whether it’s
being a volunteer fire
fighter or raising money
for the animals that lost
their home. We can all
make a difference. The
white koala in this artwork is crying because of
the loss of family, friends
and habitat. I chose this
colour because white
means death and the
animal is therefore a
ghost. In this picture a fire
and a cyclone are mixing
to create a fire cyclone,
which is burning trees
while a koala stayed
hidden behind a rock.
Thinuli 6C

My kangaroo is looking
back at his home and
now doesn’t have
anywhere to live!
Holly 6D

22

My artwork symbolises
how lucky we really are to
be alive during the bushfire
season in Australia. Lots of
animals and people died,
and also a lot of animals
and humans got injured. In
my artwork black
represents smoke, red,
orange and yellow
My artwork symbolises the
represent the fire and white devastation that bush fires
represents death.
cause to trees. Trees are
fresh and healthy at first.
Then, the bushfires burn
and destroy the beautiful
plants they once were.

Australia has a reputation
for having the world’s most
severe and dangerous
bushfires. With the bright
red symbolising fire, and the
dark grey symbolising
smoke, my artwork conveys
a message to the impact
bushfires have had on
Australia, particularly
towards wildlife. When
people look at this artwork,
I want them to get a sense
of perspective to what we as
Australians had to go
through and what affect
bushfires have had towards
Aashi 6C our homes, community and
wildlife.
PRAY FOR AUSTRALIA!

Yethmini 6C
In 2019, a madness of
bushfires had started. The
fire killed many noble
firefighters and maybe even
more animals. In my
artwork, this little koala has
climbed a tree in search for
a safe spot away from the
scary fire. Through the
speech bubble and upset
face, you can see that his
mum has passed away and
he is crying for her. You can
also infer this from the fact
that his mum is not there
next to him.

Caleb 6C
My drawing is about a firefighter, who is pouring
water into the fire to stop it
This is my art work. The
from spreading. Below, at
lady is happy in nature on
the bottom of the page, are
one side and sad/dying on
grass and plants growing
the other side because of
back and around my
the fire. You will also notice artwork are a few quotes
the chains on the fire side - about hope. I have left the
this is implying that she is
background white to show
trapped. I also think she is
that there can still be light
Mother Nature.
even when it is dark. It
Mya 6D symbolises purity and
innocence.
There is not a lot of
symbolism in my artwork,
but the quotes build up a
sense of hope and positivity.

Sanjana 6D

Hasini 6E

The kangaroo has nowhere
to go.
Janifar 6D

My artwork shows a person
helping the koala instead of
running away from the fire.
This shows how people and
animals get together in times
Lisa 6D of need.
Aditi 6E
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helping the wildlife and
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help.
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A girl who is struggling in a fire,
The artwork is based around
lightness and darkness and
hope and faith. Around the art
are quotes which inspire and
spark hope! The red heartbeat
symbolizes being able to do
what you , even when the
world is holding you back. The
faded tree means power and
wisdom. The faded house
means safety and your own
path in life. The window on the
tree means to illuminate
darkness and the door on the
house means to transition from
darkness to lightness,
In conclusion, life has its low
days, and yet it always manages
to get better. x
Alisha 6E

23

The earth is being suffocated
by smoke and the trees are
being set aflame All in sight is
ash and all that’s felt is pain.
An eye is being blinded by fog.
The flames are choking me to
death and now I know that
this is the worst thing yet.
This piece is about how the
2019 bushfires affected the
earth, farms and forests.

Jeraldeen 6E
This man’s family has died
and he’s been trapped by the
fires. He knows that his life is
gone.

Abbey 6E

Eva 6D

Luke 6D

Remote Learning
As we once again moved to remote and flexible learning, our students, teachers and our entire
community has done a fantastic job of engaging in it. Each morning, students have been vigilant
in joining a virtual classroom to mark the roll, go through the day’s lessons and also to check on
the health and wellbeing of our pupils. They have done this without complaint, with
enthusiasm and a good sense of humour. We have worked through teething problems as we
moved to Google Classrooms, such as only being able to have 100 students in a room, making
whole cohort meetings impossible. We have had a lot of fun playing games like Kahoot and
Who Can Grab. Mrs Stirling has taken us through some hip hop dance moves and Mr
Mondragon has encouraged fitness with his workout class. Remote learning has its challenges
but, for many students, it is a successful way to engage with learning, so like with past
lockdowns, teachers will take learning and understanding back to the classroom and make
changes to the way we teach. Mental health has been a concern for some students during this
time. If you need support please get in contact with the school and we will help where we can.
Mr Wimshurst
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ENRICHMENT
Welcome back to remote learning to all of our families! We are very impressed with how the Enrichment
students have not wavered in their schoolwork!
It has been great to see students attending Webex meetings and introducing classmates to pets, teddy bears and
siblings. Although we miss being in the classroom, it has been a great opportunity to gain a new insight into
our class!
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As always, the social and creative side of our Enrichment Class has come through. At the request of our
students, a WOW Padlet has been set up so that students can share something they are proud of. So far, we
have had music compositions, animations and meals shared. We are definitely looking forward to seeing what
else gets posted.

Excellence

E
Reading:
In reading, we are currently looking at reviewing, critiquing and analysing texts. Students have been reading a
text, looking for sections that could be improved on or writing sections that could have been added to the text
to add to the story line.
24
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ENRICHMENT cont’d
In writing, we are continuing on with our Biographies. We have explored the structure of a biography and
discussed how we turn an interview into a written narrative. Students have been doing a great job in forming
their thesis, setting the scene and have begun writing the body of the text. As a class, we have been focusing on
conveying humanness, connections and emotions of our subjects.

Maths:
In mathematics, we are looking at perspective, angles and congruence. Students have been exploring composite
prisms from different viewpoints, classifying angles and triangles, and defining congruence of plane shapes
using transformations, e.g. reflect, translate, rotate.

Humanities:

Integrity

I

In humanities, we have been building upon our knowledge of local sites within Wyndham. Students have been
investigating ways to support new arrivals to Australia but more specifically our municipality. We have been
looking at creating artwork to represent the links between Australia and other countries, before moving on to
create a ‘Welcome to Wyndham’ book.
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Work submitted
by our
Enrichment
students.
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Ciao A Tutti!
I hope you are all staying safe during this lockdown.
Stare a
casa
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Indossare
una
maschera

Rimanga
sicuro

Italian Google Classroom
Codes
Prep A

6ljm2p2

Grade 3A

2mmycvo

Prep B

ztgter2

Grade 3B

avbnnbs

Prep C

le4ouxv

Grade 3C

xatlofz

Prep D

tul77ne

Grade 3D

563kdcc

Prep E

5j3ukpc

Grade 3E

Tpsglag

Grade 1A

llo475b

Grade 4A

7rmlgwh

Grade 1B

3ugzf4t

Grade 4B

fbc3gui

Grade 1C

d3atknr

Grade 4C

ejxy62h

Grade 1D

sxrnxm6

Grade 4D

3tb5buy

Grade 1E

twfcurd

Grade 4E

ydh5ocp

Grade 1F

wxkzadb

Monday

Grade 5A

37pcjwf

Grade 2A

5fub6ur

Grade 5B

auzzmdv

Grade 2B

mrz5x6f

Grade 5C

ucs5eyu

Grade 2C

32flcth

Grade 5D

rvz6uck

Grade 2D

gw5r5pd

Grade 5E

rx7hrx6

Grade 2E

fva2fmq

Grade 6A

lrtxhi2

Grade 2F

pfs46ms

Grade 6B

ou2su4d

Grade 2G

6xnlqfb

Grade 6C

sw4ooh7

Grade 6D

kbl4w7t

Grade 6E

3kodprk

There are still quite a few
students who have not joined
their Italian Google class.
Please use the right class code
as listed above to make sure
that you have joined.

This week, from Monday
7th June - 10th June,
both Signore Sowter and
myself (Signora Tregilgas)
will be live on Google
meet. Mr Sowter has
already posted the invites
on your Google Italian
classroom. As a
reminder, below are the
days and times that we
both shall be on to
answer any questions /
maybe play a few trivia
games.

Tuesday

Prep

11.00 to 11.30

Year 2

11.45 to 12.15

Year 4

10.00 to 10.30

Year 5

10.45 to 11.15

Wednesday Year 1

Thursday

Signore Sowter
& Signora Tregilgas

10.00 to 10.30

Year 3

10.45 to 11.15

Year 6

10.00 to 10.30

Enrichment 10.45 to 11.15
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Performing Arts in Remote Learning
While we may not have expected to be back in remote learning, I have to say that I am so
impressed with the Prep-2 students and the amazing work they have done.
From making their own sock puppets, creating homemade instruments, writing lyrics and
songs, and creating dance routines to siblings and household members, the preps, year 1s
and 2s have really shown how creative and clever they are!
For the next week, students will have more opportunities to be creative at home and
exercise their passion for performance by creating their own CD cover art, practicing their
acting skills and using their voices to sing and tell stories.
All resources and communication for Performing Arts has been posted on Google
Classroom, so be sure students have joined using the code below and are keeping up to
date! P-2: 2jpu5c2 3-6: (for their specialist day during planning week) p6mrjul
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Look at what some of our students have been up to during Remote
Leaning 4.0. Thank you to those families who took the time to send
me these photos.
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Lucy, 4D, baked this amazing cake
during lockdown.
Well done Lucy! It looks delicious.
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Makydiah, 6A, is learning to weave a
Korowai/Kakahu. This is a traditional
cloak from New Zealand. Below,
Makydiah preparing the feathers for the
Korowai/Kakahu,

What a clever girl! I look forward
to seeing the finished cloak.

Eeshan, 5E, is busy ploughing the ground to
plant some plants.
Gardening can be a very relaxing activity.

Bilal, 2D, spends
his spare time
looking after his
horse.
How lucky are you
to have such a
beautiful horse?
This reminds me of
my childhood. I
had a pony named
Stella!
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Copper, 4D, helped make sausage rolls for his family for lunch.
Cooper, you have a very lucky family! Well done.

Have a go at making some sausage rolls. My family just love them.

Mrs Antonello’s Sausage Roll Recipe
This recipe makes a lot of sausage rolls. Freeze some for another day!
Ingredients:
1 zucchini

1 egg

1 carrot

1 egg white

1 celery stick

5 slices of fresh bread - made into crumbs

1 potato

Salt and Pepper

1 golden delicious apple

3 packets Pampas Puff Pastry Sheets

1 onion

2kg sausage mince

Method:
•

Grate all the vegetables.

•

Mix in a bowl with sausage mince, egg and fresh breadcrumbs.

•

Add pepper to taste.

•

Thaw out pastry and cut each sheet into four squares.

•

Add a roll of meat along one edge of each square.

•

Brush water along the opposite edge to seal.

•

Roll up the pastry to form a sausage roll.

•

Whisk egg white and salt and brush on top of sausage rolls to glaze.

•

Bake at 215ºC (200°C fan forced) for approximately 20 minutes or until golden brown.
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This is why you should get baking with your kids
“Children of all ages can benefit from spending time in the kitchen,” says children’s cookery
author Annabel Karmel, who has written 45 books on the subject. “Whether it’s weighing or
stirring ingredients, cracking eggs or rolling dough, little ones can give you a helping hand
earlier than you might think.”
While this activity offers obvious perks (tasty treats for tea), Annabel assures us that kids will
reap additional benefits. “As they weigh and measure ingredients, children are developing
maths skills without even realising,” she says. “They’re also learning life skills like how to
follow recipes and use utensils properly.”
So, baking is a perfect way to keep little ones entertained - not least while they’re not at
school.
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Mohammed, 2C, takes time out
Shreyan, 5A, also takes time out from his studies to help
from his learning to have some
in the kitchen and play some badminton.
fun at his local park.
Well done to everyone for balancing remote learning and leisure.

Excellence

E
Mahir, Prep B, has embraced remote learning. He is
carefully practising his writing, remembering his finger
space!

Akshara, 6C, and her sister,
Arshita, keeping busy while at
home.
31
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Aquaritta, 1E, has kept
busy during remote
learning - even making
time for self care!
Glad to see you have embraced Remote Learning 4.0,
Aquaritta.
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Meghan, 3D, did some baking and also completed a scavenger hunt.
Meghan, it’s great to see you learning all these new skills and ending up with some lovely
treats for your family. How lucky are they? I do like the scavenger hunt!
Lots of Scavenger Hunt ideas
32
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/g32050844/scavenger-hunt-ideas-for-kids/
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Waheed Ahmed, 1E, has also embraced
remote learning.
I do like that he is dressed in school
uniform, reminding him it is school
time.
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Chloe Pratt, Prep B,
practicing her numbers in a
game of Uno.
What a great, fun way to
practice numbers!
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Ikuna, 4E, and Valenisia, Prep
D, keeping on task during
remote learning :)
Fabulous work!

Excellence

E
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Ebony, 2E, built a tower and then
practiced her aim to knock it down.
Ebony, what an amazing tower!

Ajay, 1D, doing some maths.
Glad to see you are using your fingers
to help you with your maths!
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Alyxa, 3A, and Arielle, Prep
D, completing tasks during
their remote learning.
It’s great to see the girls
embrace their learning.

Reyansh, 2B, helping to
prepare dinner for his
family.
I just love seeing
children help in the
kitchen. Who knows?
We may have a Master
Chef in the making!

Ivy, 2C, and Heili, (Enrichment),
completing tasks at home.
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Meghan, 3D, and her little brother doing various activities during remote learning - a science
experiment (Lava Lamp), solving a Tantrix Puzzle and some physical activity.
Keep up the good work. Completing various activities prevents boredom.
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Thomas, 1B, and Sienna, 4E,
keeping busy during remote
learning and balancing school
work with leisure.
Fabulous work!
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Krish, 4B, in a
Webex meeting
with Mr Mutton.

‘Swirl of Colour at Dusk’
Emily Barrow, 4E painting
her first canvas art during
lockdown/remote learning.
Hope this is the first of many
paintings! Well done!

Hemish. 6E, and Krish, 4B, helping
in the kitchen and relaxing with a
book.
Love seeing our students helping in
the kitchen!

CHESS
COACHING - students who had paid for term 2 coaching have

missed two lessons due to lockdown. These two lessons will be made up
at the beginning of term 3. Then, coaching for term 3 will begin in week
3, and advertised in week 2.

CPS Chess Championships - many students have already paid for
this tournament, which has had to be postponed. It will take place at a
later date, yet to be determined.
Thank you for your patience,
Mr Jarred

MORE FROM YEAR 1
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