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Finally, just a reminder that: Monday, November 4th, is a pupifree curriculum day at Cambridge
Primary School, followed by the Melbourne Cup public holiday on Tuesday, November 5th.
Students are not required to attend school on either day.
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School staff

have a right to
be safe at work

Parents, carers, advocates and adult
members of the school community must
engage respectfully with school staff.

Unacceptable behaviour will be addressed promiptly. Scan the GR Code

Thiz may include calling the police if required or issuing you o learn more about

a Sehoal Cammiunity Safety Order. how you can build

These behaviours ara nat permitted in-person, over the positive mluﬂnnﬁhips

phone, by email, text message or an social media: with school stoff in

the department's

¥ Rudeness ¥ Intimidation Respectful Behaviours

X Insults or offensive X Discriminataory or m::f:}f?oﬁ
cammunication derogatory comments ¥ ¥-

X Malicious or defamotory X Threatening gestures
communications

x

Threats

X Aggression, including
raising your voice at a
staff member

X Violence

X Harassment

These behaviours are never akay and can make staff and
students feal unsafe.
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Phonics:

In this week's newsletter, you will find a 3page information sheet provided to families by the
Department of Education to support families in understanding and supporting the teaching and
learning of phonics. At Cambridge Primary School we have been delivering a systdinaynthetic
phonics program called MSL. We will continue to use this program while integrating the evidence
based lessons provided by the Department of Education

Around the school:

This term is a report writing term so your child and you may notice that there is a slight increase
of the assessments being undertaken. This is due to our teachers ensuring they have the correct
information to give a judgment on your student's achievements

Q\°‘ ’@ﬁtdge ﬂ%

anary School

w@

2025 Prep Tra &‘
‘;V

Monday 28th October
Monday 11th November

Monday 25th November /
3:30 PM - 4330 pPM /
X :\\ :

arent information sessions will run
4 _ during the first two sessions. 5»\
\\/ 9 N

\ K\.s

More information regarding
tranistion in 2025 will be exPlained
during parent mformatnon sessnons.
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Victorian Academy

of Teaching and Leadership

Reading is a foundational life skill and a source of pleasure and wonder.

It is one of the meost important skills children learn and the teaching of phonics
plays an important role in helping them become confident, fluent readers.

This guide will help you understand what phonics is, why it is important in learning
to read, and how children can be supported at home to develop their awareness
of sounds, and of the relationships between sounds and letters.

What is phonics? Why is phonics instruction
important?

Research and evidence show that phonics instruction

‘phonemes’) to their corresponding letters is a highly effective way to teach u:rI:'iIdren to reod. i

(called ‘graphemes’). Students read words by g v ‘ P
helps them develop decoding skills (translating printed

recognising the relationships between written words into speech), which assist in reading unfamiliar

Phonics includes linking sounds (called

symbols and their corresponding sounds. words. Phonics gives many children the tools to figure
out new words and understand spelling patberns,
Phonics is one of & components that make building their reading fluency and comprehension

up a comprehensive reading program.

How is phonics taught

The other components are:

in schools?
Cral language Enowing and using spoken .
words to express knowledge, The key elements of phonics are:
ideas and emotions 1. Phonemes: the smallest units of sound in speech

(eg, the sound /& in ‘cat')
Phonemic The knowledge of sounds

P I {phonemes) 2. Graphemes: the letters, or groups of letters, that

represent these sounds (eg, the letter " in ‘cat’).

Vocabulary Understanding words in 3. Blending: combining individual sounds together
isolation and in context to read o word (eg, &2/ fof /= ‘cat’).
Fluency Reading accurately and ot 4. Segmenting: breaking down words into their
an appropriate rate with individual sounds to spell them (eg, chat = fchialt)
expression
PFhonics is tought through a structured, sequentia
=yl L Making meaning from test approach where children learn the simplest sounds
which includes developing (such as /=/, fa/, ond /t/ and grodually move to more
knowledge of grammar complex sound-letter patterns (such as fee/, as
in the sound in the word ‘bee’ and /oo as inthe
These are the foundational skills that hawe a sound in the word ‘cloak’. This is known as teaching
reciprocal relationship and are all necessary to using a systematic, synthetic phenics opproach.
enable students to independently read and respond In simple terms, children learn different scunds, then
to increasingly complesx fiction and non-fiction texts. practice blending sounds together to read words

The Academy is grateful to Parents Victoria for their expert odvice in preducing this guide

i, prevecing i fed i Br oo i
s it b proawihe
it i B W cx ey
wdickip radivant Io I
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What might a phonics lesson at school look like?

Youwr child's teacher will use o ronge of woys to engage your child in o besson on phonles.
A typloal kesson might Include vorlous combinotions of the following ond other methods:

Dally proctice This incorpanates short, focused lessons an the ey clemaents of phanics cutlired
abioue, that bulld on prevous leaming

Reading Shudents practice reoding o varkety of boaks thak includie words with sounds
thiot the students haove been tought

Dokl Thez teocher reod s a sentence thot includes towght sounds or speling pottems
aloud and students proctios spelling and weting the sertence.

Multisensory Fhoniecs 1s often owght usineg visuol [sight) auditory hearingy, and tock ke

miethods ftawching) methods leg., sovng scunds, trocing letters)
How can families support How long does phonics
phonics learning at home? instruction last?
Leamireg ta reosd ok time, encauragement and Formnal phanecs instruckion tvpicaly begins in Earty
support, ond each voung person orogrosses ot Childbacd education ard continaes urtll childnen con
their own poce ks imporbont to cebebrabe smal recd fluerty. i irtensfies from Foundation to arcurd
achiesements in progness, ond encourage cohlldren Year 2or 3, but some chddren may meed moes tme
o ks ki, even whien (bs challergireg for tham Fomilies con help Dy engageng inarry of the activitics

ksted in this guide betome ar during formnal instruction
Winen children enjoey eamiing, thiey are mone Moy

o shoye motivated, which helps them developa
thi £
strong faundotion inreoding. Furtnar reading #

Carrry, T {3024].
Litaraey, Famalies arsd Laarmieg. Bkesgi ploam

ai--- resTar o O rnEry O SRl o ST R AT e

Mokong phonics proctioe fun s key to keeping children
engoqed and meat kated. Here are same suggested
engagirg ectsities o support phonlcs devel oomert

Constlis, A, Parrila, B, SKckren, 9. (004
What is phoenics and why @ i used 1o teach reading?

Activities T © crrera Lo
hitpagthecomes st ooy whct - - phoni ca-and -wine- - &
Mﬂ"l".ﬁﬂﬂthﬂp it t L ! .I.I a "ﬂl' ursd-fo-troch-rending-F0SE A
phonics octivities to stick on the wall and indupandent Scheols Victora {B0E,
m“mmkm Phonics & guics Tor poerenls. The Panssts Weksibs,
tritmacithemn renimss i bes oo wiphaniza o guices-for- po
nitad At =Cr AL S G Y G T FHGEIgSOr
- = . - ELZ_KoSwSh:
What if my child is struggling -
with phonics? Libaraey Hub, (233
, T kg diie of literacy: & guide for Tamlie.
i your child is having difficulty, speoi with thesr e |l?.i'\-'.:;llll|--.r::.-'.'I-.l:.--llﬂl.gl: fer |:I_II:III|'I g - -
toachen Sceree children nesed extro proctos ar libmency-o-guics for-Fornike

a more Irdividualsed acprooch

wiaaac ademyyic.gov.au

VT
AT Y SO S et el A el I
o Sl S O T D O [Tk S

e : ol e ] o e el ol i o A B,

[@loee)

“me O¥ MG ND
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Victorian Academy

of Teaching and Leadership

Print this list out and stick it on the wall or the fridge, so you can practice
phonics with your kids at home.

Read together

Chioodie oo ks that
riberest your child ard
spond time resding
abowud toget i

FPhaonics bingo

T ot Iod o conoks waith
ptiors, sounds, o words
syl ool ot b sowrd
Lpnoreme) or woend,
childncn mark it aff thie
oTesmandeng card

i thosnoords with ketbors

and imoges thot start with

the cormessponol ng sounds
o thim. Hoee children
b thazm ot and try
o Hird mobe hing paies
of berthers ard imnopes

g Coand cot

Floy 'l spry focusing on
sourds and letters
Far axarmpke. 1 spy witn
mry BEbbe e sometning
thak begins with
the saund /b

Sand or salt trays

Encouroge children to

trooe ketters 0 sond or

salt trays while sopeng
e sound

Playdough letbers

Enscuroae <l e 1o
e hattars with phayckesgn
ot sory tha
cormuserdirg aourd os
Hrway reackod e it
Thak @i B e Daiahand by
g T tters b Toirn
wisiichs ored Seoeared L ol

with Sourds

Doy i P csbie b Grid
ol i, with e SaliGre
eafitinFeg o kit Childean

P oy Hwee ) Lo 3] sary
el o e el iy B0 g af
thst Kt sk rairdorsng

i £5 11 ) v P e

Phonics songs

Find fun ohonics songs

online that hedp childnen

FETEMInET SoUnds

thirowgh repoetition
ared rmisic

Mursery riymes

and posms

RFnymireg hidps children
recoqrise saund
patberrs. Emoouraps
thenn to poent out
rhermireg wards and
dertidy thie sounds ard
letters thak thie ripeming

Sound hunt

aisk childrento find
obijects aroumd thie
N s ar clssroam thot
skort with @ certain
saund ar letter
Fiair earmpke,
‘Canvou find someetning

Higkes cords with kettors
or words arcund the
roam, ond have children
soorch for and reod
theam out olowd o they
Find thiem.

Letter collage

Have childnen cut oot
pictures from mogozines
ot berres thot shart wakh
o specific sourd. They
con oreate o colloge
for eoch hetter soiind

irite lekbers on pleoes
of popar, ploos them
on thie floorn, and hose

Labssd abjucts araund tha

Pz O ¢k sam stk

ehair g horsria {eouncl
Far exaiiha,

WONDS S that storts with 57

Maoke cne souwnd
{imbaonerne thae ‘sownd of
the doy” or ‘sound of the

woek’ and encouwrage

Howe fun inventing
ackivit ks together
Lsing sounds

NG NO

cinlldren jump ta the Pl o labsd on this dage i dey £ and words
1 jurnp A e e il A childnan to listemn For
coerect sound o wou and erecuroge el It im carmeersotion,
b8 aeired i AUl s TV shiosws, ar boaks
call itaut -
Ti v vy’ oy b e that time period.
www_u:udemv.vln.gw.uu
TV o LTS el Dl D el Dy L8 WIS SR Ty O [ty Ol St D W AL RTyl [ AL Ty Rl A
N I o0 N ST O s e n ¥l el DO 4 ol
O T

[
Ak e £ L T (R
kgl NARART B [T
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"HOOEHLOQ:

As the school year draws to a close, supporting your child through the
transition to a new year level or school can make a significant difference
in their confidence and comfort. Talking with your child about their
feelings and expectations can help ease worries they might have about
new teachers, classrooms, or routines. Establishing a consistent bedtime,
practicing familiar routines, and discussing what they can expect in their
new environment can also help your child feel prepared. Remember that
it's normal for children to feel a mix of excitement and anxiety, so
reassure them that they have support and encourage them to voice any
concerns. Together, we can ensure that this transition is a positive
experience for your child."

Parent resources

+ Parentline is a phone service for parents
and carers of children up to 18 years
old. It offers confidential and
anonymous counselling and support on
parenting issues. Call 13 22 89.

* National Carers Counselling Program
supports carers of children with a
disability through 600 centres around
Australia.

» Family Relationship Support for Carers
(VIC) offer free counselling, mediation
and future planning support for families
caring for someone with a disability.
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