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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Jane Budd 

We are now well into Term 1, and it has been fantastic to see our students settling into routines, 
engaging enthusiastically in their learning, and demonstrating our school values every day. 
 
Our interschool sport program is off to a brilliant start, with our Year 6 students representing 
Cambridge Primary with respect and integrity. It’s inspiring to see them consistently embody our 
RISE values in every interaction—well done, Year 6! 
 
We are also excited to share that our foundation students are now attending school full-time! 
It’s been wonderful watching them transition smoothly into their new routines, forming 
friendships, and approaching their learning with enthusiasm. A huge thank you to our 
foundation teachers and families for your support during this important milestone. 
 
On Tuesday after school, our staff engage in Professional Learning, a valuable opportunity that 
strengthens our teaching practices every week. Currently, our team is actively unpacking the 
new curriculum, ensuring we are well-prepared to implement best practices in teaching and 
learning. We are truly fortunate to have such dedicated educators at Cambridge Primary, 
leaders in professional learning, who continually strive for growth. Their commitment sets an 
incredible example for our students, reinforcing that learning never stops and that working 
together is key to student success. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who attended the Meet and Greet interviews! We had 557 bookings 
made. This was a fantastic opportunity for us to connect and collaborate to ensure the best 
outcomes for our students. We also held our Student Support Group (SSG) meetings, where 
families, students, and support agencies came together to plan for the educational, health, 
social, cultural, and emotional wellbeing of students with diverse learning needs. We greatly 
appreciate your time and dedication in supporting your children’s learning. 
 
 
Harmony Day (Friday 21st March) is celebrated annually and began in 1999, coinciding with the 
United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The continuing 
message of Harmony Day is 'Everyone Belongs'. It is about community participation, 
inclusiveness, celebrating diversity, respect and belonging. More information will come via your 
classroom teachers on this day we are asking students to dress in cultural clothing or wear 
orange Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. We 
will have a range of exciting activities that promote and celebrate our national diversity.  
 

Cambridge Primary School  

                       Respect-Integrity-Self resilience -Excellence. 
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Looking ahead to next week, our Year 2 students will participate in a First Aid incursion, giving 
them valuable skills and knowledge. Meanwhile, our Year 3 students have been enjoying a 
special learning opportunity—developing their chess skills with a professional coach! 
 
 
What an exciting term it has been so far—we look forward to seeing more engagement, growth, 
and achievements in the weeks ahead 
 

IMPORTANT DATES – Term 1 2025 
       7th March Breakfast Club 
    10th March Public Holiday 
     12th March NAPLAN starts  
     20th March Family Photos 
     21st March Harmony Day 
     28th March Whole School Assembly 2.30 

Breakfast Club 
       4th April End of Term 1 

Students finish 1.45pm 
 

CCTV AT OUR SCHOOL  

Cambridge Primary School has decided to use a closed-circuit television (CCTV) system at our 
school. 

 

Our school has an obligation to ensure the school environment is safe and secure, and fulfil our 
duty of care to students, staff and visitors. The CCTV system will assist our school to fulfil these 
obligations and to prevent and manage other inappropriate behaviour on school grounds. CCTV 
will also provide enhanced capability to protect our school’s assets against vandalism and theft. 

 

Cambridge PS will follow Department of Education and Training policy requirements for the 
design, installation, management and use of the CCTV systems. This policy is available at: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/cctv-in-schools/policy 

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/cctv-in-schools/policy
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Curriculum News 

NAPLAN: 

On Wednesday, we will commence our NAPLAN testing window. Throughout this week, we have 
encountered some technical issues within the system due to the recent rollout of a new NAPLAN 
application by ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority). This 
updated platform has presented a few unforeseen challenges. However, the practice tests 
conducted this week have been invaluable in identifying these issues, allowing us to implement 
effective solutions and contingency measures. Our goal is to ensure a seamless and stress-free 
assessment experience for all students. 

 

The NAPLAN testing schedule will proceed as follows: 

• Wednesday: Session 1 – Year 3 and Year 5 Writing 

• Thursday: Session 1 – Year 3 Reading | Session 3 – Year 5 Reading 

• Friday: Session 1 – Year 3 Language Conventions | Session 3 – Year 5 Language 
Conventions 

• Monday: Session 1 – Year 3 Mathematics | Session 3 – Year 5 Mathematics 

We kindly remind our school community of the importance of ensuring that students bring their 
own headphones for NAPLAN, as these are required for certain assessment components. Thank 
you for your support in helping us facilitate a smooth testing process. 

 

Around the school: 

We have been learning about number lines. We have been doing halves, like half of 50. We were 
seeing where that number goes on that line. - Noah 3A 

 

We’ve been preparing for NAPLAN and the practice test. In writing, we have been learning about 
information and persuasive text. In reading, we have been doing different topics this week. We 
have been looking at what the author used to make it persuasive. – Avani 3A 

 

Today, we did a numeracy text to prepare for NAPLAN. The test was about whole numbers, place 
values, and other things. We also looked at number lines and where we would place numbers. – 
Dylan 3A 
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Supporting Reluctant Readers at Home 

Encouraging a love of reading can be challenging for some children, but small, enjoyable changes 
can make a big difference. Here are some practical ways to support reluctant readers at home: 

Make Reading a Daily Habit – Set aside a regular time each day for reading, even if it’s just 10–15 
minutes. Consistency helps build confidence and routine. 

Let Them Choose – Allow your child to select books that interest them, whether it's comics, 
graphic novels, magazines, or audiobooks. Enjoyment is key! 

Read Together – Take turns reading, use expressive voices, and discuss the story to make reading 
interactive and fun. 

Find Real-World Reading Opportunities – Encourage reading beyond books—menus, recipes, 
signs, and shopping lists all provide meaningful literacy experiences. 

Use Their Interests – If your child loves sports, animals, or a particular TV show, find books related 
to their favourite topics to spark engagement. 

No Pressure, Just Encouragement – Avoid correcting every mistake—praise effort, celebrate 
progress, and create a positive reading environment. 

Try Audiobooks – Listening to stories can help build vocabulary and comprehension while making 
reading feel enjoyable and stress-free. 

Make It a Game – Word hunts, sight word bingo, and treasure hunts with written clues can make 
reading feel like play instead of work. 

Be a Reading Role Model – Let your child see you reading for enjoyment. Your enthusiasm for 
books can be contagious! 

 

Every child develops at their own pace—patience, encouragement, and fun are the best tools to 
help them grow as readers.  

 

. 

 

Jessica Green – Assistant Principal 
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Wellbeing News 

 

Dear Cambridge Community,  

This term, our focus is on Diversity & Respect—two key values that make our school a welcoming and 
inclusive place for everyone. When we celebrate differences and treat each other with kindness and 

understanding, we create a stronger, more connected community.  

Wellbeing Tip of the Month:  

Encourage Empathy & Active Listening  

Take the time to listen to others’ perspectives and experiences. Whether at school or home, 
encourage your children to ask questions, be curious, and show kindness towards different 

cultures, abilities, and backgrounds.  

Discussion Starter: “What is one thing that makes you unique, and how can we respect the 
uniqueness of others?”  

Community support  

Support & Organisations  

If you or someone you know needs support, here are 
some great organisations promoting respect, diversity, 
and inclusion:  

• Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800 (24/7 support for 
young people)  

• Beyond Blue – 1300 22 4636 (Support for mental 
health and wellbeing)  

• Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network (MYAN) – 
Supporting young people from diverse 
backgrounds.  

 

Spotlight on resources  

Looking for ways to support conversations about 
diversity and respect at home? Check out these 
resources:  

• Books: All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold, The 
Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson, Whoever 
You Are by Mem Fox.  

• Websites: Raising Children Network – Tips on 
fostering inclusivity and kindness in kids.  

• Videos: Sesame Street: We All Belong – A great 
resource for young children to understand 
diversity and inclusion.  

  

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/
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Community spotlight  

At Cambridge Primary, we are proud of our diverse community. This term, we celebrate 
Harmony week 17th March to showcase the rich cultural backgrounds and traditions of our 

students and families. 

How to Get Involved: 

• Encourage your child to share something about their culture in class. 
• Participate in school events celebrating diversity. 
• Practice greetings in different languages at home! 

  

Important dates  

Breakfast Club- Week 9 - 28th March  

Harmony Week- 17th-19th March   

  
We’d love to hear how your family is embracing diversity and respect this term. Feel free to share 
stories, artwork, or reflections with us at cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Together, let’s continue to build a community where everyone feels valued, respected, and 
celebrated.  

 
                                                                                                                  Pauline DaSilva – Assistant Principal 

Respectful Behaviour in Our School Community 
 
At Cambridge Primary School, we are committed to creating a positive, safe, and respectful 
environment for everyone. This includes ensuring that all staff, students, and families feel valued 
and supported. 
 
We would like to remind our community that all school staff have the right to feel safe at work and 
deserve respect from everyone in our school community. It is important that anyone visiting or 
interacting with our school follows the expectations set out in Respectful Behaviours within the 
school community policy.  
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-behaviours-within-school-community-policy 
 
Working together with kindness and understanding helps us create the best possible learning 
environment for our students. Thank you for your ongoing support and respect as we continue to 
make our school a place where everyone feels safe and welcome. 

mailto:cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-behaviours-within-school-community-policy
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Year 2 

It has been wonderful to see the Grade 2s leap into learning by taking on challenges and working 
to reach their learning goals. 

At our cohort assembly we celebrated our RISE award winners who have had a super start to the 
year. Well done! 
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Year 4 

 

“Well done to our recent grade three students who received RISE awards for modelling our 
school values” 

 

CANTEEN 

If you would like to place a lunch order,  you can go to www.flexischools.com.au and set up an 
account or you can write your child’s name, grade and order on a brown paper bag with correct 
money inside the bag.  

If you order an icy pole the bag will have a stamp on the bag that says CANTEEN, your child has to 
bring the bag back to the canteen and I will give the item to them. 

You can find an updated Canteen menu is on the website community section under canteen. 

Please remind your child not to share money with other students. 

On the 21st of March, the canteen will be having a Harmony Day Lunch.  If you would like to order 
a meal, you can place it on flexi schools under Harmony Day, choose which meal you would like. 
Or you can place an order with correct money, circle item, write your child’s name and grade on 
form and return it to the canteen. 

There are 3 halal options Hot dog, sushi or Spaghetti. 

The butter chicken and the sushi are not Halal.  

Gluten free options are butter chicken, sushi or a hot dog no roll. 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca0d2cc2c94d7487d51f708dd449ee210%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638742171370234785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XSGeyH0vX9f4BrdG1uZ1TA50kPQckhtj6tWgUm%2FSiZM%3D&reserved=0


Newsletter 3 – 7th March 2025 
OUR VISION 

Growth Through Learning 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Cambridge Primary School strives to equip and empower lifelong learners that contribute collaboratively to build a positive, 

inclusive, and successful school and community. 

Respect – Integrity – Self Resilience – Excellence    Respect – Integrity – Self Resilience Excellence 
 
 

OUR SCHOOL PARTNER 
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Below is the link to the registration form  

Cambridge Basketball Club Try-outs Winter 
season 2025 

docs.google.com 

 

   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdgvNMqRWJydFRQMFOuFv3yZ0P3F0EQYW5YgqQe8gjFQnNLsA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce618bbb2c664451ab4e108dd5c2e9af2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638768077459950117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bZHbLjASVB0CFAXVOPfaS7zUUMckLkv9d8Kbel5E0dI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdgvNMqRWJydFRQMFOuFv3yZ0P3F0EQYW5YgqQe8gjFQnNLsA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce618bbb2c664451ab4e108dd5c2e9af2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638768077459950117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bZHbLjASVB0CFAXVOPfaS7zUUMckLkv9d8Kbel5E0dI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdgvNMqRWJydFRQMFOuFv3yZ0P3F0EQYW5YgqQe8gjFQnNLsA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce618bbb2c664451ab4e108dd5c2e9af2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638768077459971444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Mnw4hC8mnuhrhRGbsRWv7c17%2BlHOLniABjLlB59%2B8Q%3D&reserved=0
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