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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe, we are already halfway through Term 4! There’s been a wonderful buzz around 
the school as we begin to reflect on our progress this year and plan for an exciting 2026. 

Our leadership team is currently evaluating our 2025 Annual Implementation Plan, reviewing the 
progress we’ve made towards our goals and identifying areas of continued focus. At the same 
time, we have started developing our 2026 AIP, ensuring that our school continues to grow and 
improve in ways that best support our students’ learning and wellbeing. 

What an incredible day we had at our Colour Run! Our students absolutely loved the energy, 
colour, and excitement of the event. A big thank you to our amazing parents and families for your 
fundraising efforts, the money raised will go directly towards improving our school facilities and 
resources for our students. Special mention to Fiona Stefanovski for all her organisation for this 
event, and all the parents that came and helped also. THANK YOU! 

A huge congratulations to our Robotics Team, who represented Cambridge Primary with 
excellence at the Wyndham Regional competition on Tuesday. Their teamwork, creativity, and 
problem-solving skills were outstanding! Special thanks to Dave and Mr. Galea for their 
dedication and guidance throughout the program. We’re thrilled to announce that the team has 
now qualified for the Nationals, which will be held this year in Victoria on Saturday 6th December, 
what an incredible achievement! 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all families of the Department of Education’s 
expectations around respectful communication. All our staff are dedicated professionals, who 
work hard to support every student and families, and it’s important that all interactions whether 
by phone, email, or in person are conducted respectfully. Just as we ask our students to follow 
our Behaviour Matrix, which promotes our school values of Respect, Integrity, Safety, and 
Excellence (RISE), we ask that our parent community also models these same values when 
communicating with staff. As a school,  we appreciate your cooperation in maintaining a positive, 
safe, and supportive school environment for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

Cambridge Primary School  

                       Respect-Integrity-Self resilience -Excellence. 
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The Australian Government is protecting young Australians at a critical stage of their 
development, through world-first social media age restrictions. From 10 December 2025, age-
restricted social media platforms will have to take reasonable steps to prevent Australians under 
the age of 16 from creating or keeping an account. 

The restrictions aim to protect young Australians from pressures and risks that users can be 
exposed to while logged in to social media accounts. These come from design features that 
encourage them to spend more time on screens, while also serving up content that can harm 
their health and wellbeing. Here is some information for you all. 
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CAMBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL’S 2026 PREP ENROLMENTS 

We are now accepting enrolments for Prep in 2026. If you, your friends, or neighbours have a 
child who will be 5 years old by April 30, 2026, we encourage you to enrol at your local 
neighbourhood school as early as possible. Please contact our enrolments officer for more 
details if required. (9748.9011) 

We look forward to welcoming our newest learners and their families to Cambridge Primary 
School in 2026! 

If you know your child/ren are not going to be at Cambridge in 2026, please let the office 
staff know as soon as possible so that all paperwork can be completed and our student 
numbers can be as accurate as possible.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  Term 4 2025 
17th November 2026 Prep Transition 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
21st November Breakfast Club 

Whole School Assembly 9.00am 
24th November 2026 Prep Transition 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
9th December Statewide Transition 

2026 Prep Transition 9.00am – 12.00pm 
11th December Year 6 Graduation 
15th December Whole School Assembly 9.00am 
19th December Last Day 

Students finish 1.45pm 
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Curriculum News 

Phonics Instruction in Prep and Year 1 

This year, as part of Victoria’s approach to teaching reading, the Prep and Year One classrooms 
have implemented a Systematic Synthetic Phonics program to learn fundamental reading and 
spelling skills to become confident, engaged readers. This evidence-based approach is one 
component in the foundations of reading that make up a comprehensive reading program.  The 
six Elements to Reading are Phonological and Phonemic awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Oral 
Literacy, Vocabulary Development, and Comprehension.  

The Big 6 Elements of Reading (Konza, 2014) 

What is Phonics and how is it taught?  

Reading is made of an alphabetic code, and Phonics teaches the matching of sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken language to the letters (graphemes) that represent them in writing. There 
is a systematic relationship between letters, letter patterns, and sounds. Phonics instruction 
helps students learn predictable relationships to represent sounds in a step-by-step order and 
how to blend these sounds to form words. Understanding the connection enables students to 
read words by sounding them out, known as decoding, and to write words by breaking them down 
into sounds, which is called encoding.  

An example of learning systematic synthetic 
phonics 
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During our lessons in Prep and Year 1, students are explicitly taught handwriting, high-frequency 
words, rhyming, blending, segmenting and manipulation of sounds, reading fluently, word 
knowledge and dictation to show their applied knowledge.  

Here are some of the thoughts from our Preps and Year Ones about their phonics lessons: 

‘Phonics teaches us how to read. It teaches me the sounds and letters. I love moving the letters 
to make new words and practising my handwriting.’ Ilana PA 

‘I like writing the sentence because it is fun. I can show the sounds I know.’ Henry PA 

‘I like the new words I learn. I find out the letters used to make the word and what the word means.’ 
Aleksandra P 

Zara 1B “I learnt how to spell more difficult words such as ‘because’ and ‘excellent’. 

Prablin 1B – I liked writing different words and my teacher showed me how to finger swipe under 
the words to read the sounds 

 

       

 

 

Karen Cole and Laura Hutchins 

Curriculum Team 
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Wellbeing News 

Allied Health bookings  

If your child receives Allied health Services at school are advised that it is the 
responsibility of the parent/ guardian to cancel appointments if your child is not at 
school. 
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Have you heard about the upcoming social media 
ban for under 16s? 
What is the social media ban?  

The Australian Government passed a new law called the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media 
Minimum Age) Bill 2024 on 28 November 2024. This law introduces a mandatory minimum age of 
16 for accounts on certain social media platforms. It will take effect by December 2025, and 
parents cannot give their consent to let under-16s use these platforms.  

Why is the social media ban happening?   

The Government says the social media ban is needed to protect the mental health and wellbeing 
of Australian children and teens. They believe the risks of social media, such as cyberbullying, 
harmful content, and online predators, outweigh the positives.  

 

 

 

    
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Team 
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Year 1 

The Year 1 Students had an AMAZING day at Animal Land Children’s Farm. Despite the terrible 
weather and hailstorm, we all managed to stay dry and have fun! We got to feed the ducks, milk 
Amber the Jersey cow, make butter, have a tractor ride around the farm, plant a seed, have a pony 
ride, and hold some adorable baby animals in the nursery. Lots of wonderful memories were 
made and we learnt lots about farm life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Reflections: 

The farm was fun. I was scared to hold the animals. Rehatvir 1A 

My favourite part was when we got to milk Amber the cow. Xavier 1A 

When we went on the playground after our pony ride I had so much fun. Lesi 1A 

We saw baby bunnies they were so cute. Tatenda 1A 

I loved the horse Snowflake and milking the cow. Aisha 1A                                       

I liked holding the baby animals. The rabbit was so fluffy. Zoe 1B 

I liked the rooster because it said “cock-a-doodle-doo”. Charlie 1B 

I liked feeding the ducks, it tickled my hand. The feathers were all different colours.  Kiara 1B 

I liked the tractor ride around the farm and feeding the goats, they were very greedy.  Connor 1B 

I liked milking the cow because it makes ice cream and butter. Shanul 1B 

I loved holding the baby animals. Fatima 1C 

I enjoyed the nature and animals at the farm. Hunter 1C 

The most exciting thing I did at the farm was milking the cow. Lola 1C 

I liked seeing the pigs rolling around in the mud. Zain 1C 

The pony ride was so fun, but it was a bit tricky getting on and off. Theo 1C 
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Year 5 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As part of our Humanities Inquiry Project, Grade 5 students have been exploring how creativity 
and innovation can be used to design products, services, or environments that meet community 
needs. Drawing on their prior knowledge, skills, and research, students are working in teams to 
design their own creations — from repurposed clothing items and community solutions to 
handmade crafts, art, and food ideas. 

To celebrate their learning, students will be taking part in a Design and Market Day (Cambridge 
_bay or CBAY) in Week 8 of this term. During this event, they will have the opportunity to sell their 
products or services to the school community. 

     Details for Families: 

¶ Students from across the school are welcome to visit and make purchases. 

¶ Students are able to bring up to $10 if they wish to buy items on the day. 

¶ Some students may offer hand-painting activities, so please ensure your child is aware of 
any allergies or sensitivities before participating. 

This project encourages our young learners to think like entrepreneurs, designers, and problem-
solvers — applying their economics and business understanding in a fun, hands-on way. 

We look forward to sharing their wonderful creations with the school community! 

Warm regards, 
The Grade 5 Teaching Team 
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CANTEEN 

Toasty Cheese Day 

Toasty Cheese Day is on the 1st of December, you can place your order via flexi schools or bring 
correct money and form, back to the canteen. 

All orders must be in on the 28th of November 

If you would like to place a lunch order,  you can go to www.flexischools.com.au and set up an 
account or you can write your child’s name, grade and order on a brown paper bag with correct 
money inside the bag.  

If you order an icy pole the bag will have a stamp on the bag that says CANTEEN, your child must 
bring the bag back to the canteen and I will give the item to them. 

You can find an updated Canteen menu and price list on the website community section under 
canteen. 

If you pick up your child early from school and they have a lunch order, please make sure that you 
get the lunch order before you leave the school grounds.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexischools.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca0d2cc2c94d7487d51f708dd449ee210%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638742171370234785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XSGeyH0vX9f4BrdG1uZ1TA50kPQckhtj6tWgUm%2FSiZM%3D&reserved=0
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OUR SCHOOL PARTNER 
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