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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

It’s hard to believe, we are already halfway through Term 4! There’s been a wonderful buzz around
the school as we begin to reflect on our progress this year and plan for an exciting 2026.

Our leadership team is currently evaluating our 2025 Annual Implementation Plan, reviewing the
progress we’ve made towards our goals and identifying areas of continued focus. At the same
time, we have started developing our 2026 AIP, ensuring that our school continues to grow and
improve in ways that best support our students’ learning and wellbeing.

What an incredible day we had at our Colour Run! Our students absolutely loved the energy,
colour, and excitement of the event. A big thank you to our amazing parents and families for your
fundraising efforts, the money raised will go directly towards improving our school facilities and
resources for our students. Special mention to Fiona Stefanovski for all her organisation for this
event, and all the parents that came and helped also. THANK YOU!

A huge congratulations to our Robotics Team, who represented Cambridge Primary with
excellence at the Wyndham Regional competition on Tuesday. Their teamwork, creativity, and
problem-solving skills were outstanding! Special thanks to Dave and Mr. Galea for their
dedication and guidance throughout the program. We’re thrilled to announce that the team has
now qualified for the Nationals, which will be held this year in Victoria on Saturday 6™ December,
what an incredible achievement!

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all families of the Department of Education’s
expectations around respectful communication. Al our staff are dedicated professionals, who
work hard to support every student and families, and it’s important that all interactions whether
by phone, email, or in person are conducted respectfully. Just as we ask our students to follow
our Behaviour Matrix, which promotes our school values of Respect, Integrity, Safety, and
Excellence (RISE), we ask that our parent community also models these same values when
communicating with staff. As a school, we appreciate your cooperation in maintaining a positive,
safe, and supportive school environment for everyone.
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The Australian Government is protecting young Australians at a critical stage of their
development, through world-first social media age restrictions. From 10 December 2025, age-
restricted social media platforms will have to take reasonable steps to prevent Australians under
the age of 16 from creating or keeping an account.

The restrictions aim to protect young Australians from pressures and risks that users can be
exposed to while logged in to social media accounts. These come from design features that
encourage them to spend more time on screens, while also serving up content that can harm
their health and wellbeing. Here is some information for you all.
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CAMBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL’S 2026 PREP ENROLMENTS

We are now accepting enrolments for Prep in 2026. If you, your friends, or neighbours have a
child who will be 5 years old by April 30, 2026, we encourage you to enrol at your local
neighbourhood school as early as possible. Please contact our enrolments officer for more
details if required. (9748.9011)

We look forward to welcoming our newest learners and their families to Cambridge Primary
Schoolin 2026!

If you know your child/ren are not going to be at Cambridge in 2026, please let the office
staff know as soon as possible so that all paperwork can be completed and our student
numbers can be as accurate as possible.

17*" November 2026 Prep Transition 3.30pm —4.30pm
21 November Breakfast Club
Whole School Assembly 9.00am

24" November 2026 Prep Transition 3.30pm - 4.30pm
9 December Statewide Transition

2026 Prep Transition 9.00am - 12.00pm
11** December Year 6 Graduation
15" December Whole School Assembly 9.00am
19*" December Last Day

Students finish 1.45pm
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Curriculum News
Phonics Instruction in Prep and Year 1

This year, as part of Victoria’s approach to teaching reading, the Prep and Year One classrooms
have implemented a Systematic Synthetic Phonics program to learn fundamental reading and
spelling skills to become confident, engaged readers. This evidence-based approach is one
component in the foundations of reading that make up a comprehensive reading program. The
six Elements to Reading are Phonological and Phonemic awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Oral
Literacy, Vocabulary Development, and Comprehension.

Elements

of Reading

The Big 6 Elements of Reading (Konza, 2014)
What is Phonics and how is it taught?

Reading is made of an alphabetic code, and Phonics teaches the matching of sounds
(phonemes) in spoken language to the letters (graphemes) that represent them in writing. There
is a systematic relationship between letters, letter patterns, and sounds. Phonics instruction
helps students learn predictable relationships to represent sounds in a step-by-step order and
how to blend these sounds to form words. Understanding the connection enables students to
read words by sounding them out, known as decoding, and to write words by breaking them down
into sounds, which is called encoding.

\ / Spell words: \
5 Segment words into
. :“‘ "':"”' , | Aachtetters o souna S i
lend sounds to rea
Weids Say the sound a letter Example
makes e
, 1o/, /gl a en
Elending /c{: /a{, o ‘s’ makes /s/ representing each sound
to read “cat
with
/ \ a letter ‘dog’ / . . .
An example of learning systematic synthetic
phonics
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During our lessons in Prep and Year 1, students are explicitly taught handwriting, high-frequency
words, rhyming, blending, segmenting and manipulation of sounds, reading fluently, word
knowledge and dictation to show their applied knowledge.

Here are some of the thoughts from our Preps and Year Ones about their phonics lessons:

‘Phonics teaches us how to read. It teaches me the sounds and letters. | love moving the letters
to make new words and practising my handwriting.’ [lana PA

‘| like writing the sentence because it is fun. | can show the sounds | know. Henry PA

‘I like the new words | learn. | find out the letters used to make the word and what the word means.’
Aleksandra P

Zara 1B “l learnt how to spell more difficult words such as ‘because’ and ‘excellent’.

Prablin 1B - | liked writing different words and my teacher showed me how to finger swipe under
the words to read the sounds

Karen Cole and Laura Hutchins

Curriculum Team
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Wellbeing News
Allied Health bookings

If your child receives Allied health Services at school are advised that it is the
responsibility of the parent/ guardian to cancel appointments if your child is not at
school.

D.O.T.S.

Occupational Therapy
for Children

at Cambridge
Primary School

We have a number of spots available for

Occupational Therapy support based out of

Cambridge Primary school.

¢ Funding options Include

NDIS funding (Self managed, plan
monaged and NDIA managed)
Medicare - CDMP plan, Better Access to
Mental Health Care Plan (subject to
therapist aliocation to the school)
Privately paying

Our OT's can support goals around:
* School readiness

* Neuroaffirming soclal skills

Get In Touch * Fine motor skills
Please complete this waitlist form * Attention and learning
using the QR code and o Gr motor skills

we will be touch.

* Visual perceptual skilis

@a' [=] « Sensory processing

* Emotional regulation

D'O'T.'.S,' MINDALK

Call: (03) 8256 2484
Email: hello@dotschiidot.com.ou &
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As we approach the end of the school year, it's very normal for children to
feel a mix of emotions. Excitement, tiredness, worry about change, and
general end-of-year fatigue can all show up in different ways. Families
might notice children becoming more emotional, less tolerant, or more
anxious about the unknowns ahead.

» YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'S WELLBEING BY:

» KEEPING ROUTINES CONSISTENT (BEDTIMES AND MORNING
ROUTINES HELP CHILDREN FEEL SECURE)

* TALKING OPENLY ABOUT UPCOMING CHANGES AND REASSURING
THEM OF THE SUPPORT THEY'LL HAVE

o CELEBRATING THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS BIG AND SMALL, TO HELP
BUILD CONFIDENCE

e ENCOURAGING DOWNTIME AND PLAY TO HELP THEM RESET
BETWEEN BUSY EVENTS

* REMINDING THEM IT'S OKAY TO FEEL A RANGE OF EMOTIONS AS THE
YEAR WRAPS UP

Our staff are here to support students through this busy
time. If you have concerns about your child’'s wellbeing,
please reach out.

Together, we can help students finish the year feeling safe,
supported, and proud of how far they've come.
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Have you heard about the upcoming social media
ban for under 16s?

What is the social media ban?

The Australian Government passed a new law called the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Bill 2024 on 28 November 2024. This law introduces a mandatory minimum age of
16 for accounts on certain social media platforms. It will take effect by December 2025, and
parents cannot give their consent to let under-16s use these platforms.

Why is the social media ban happening?

The Government says the social media ban is needed to protect the mental health and wellbeing
of Australian children and teens. They believe the risks of social media, such as cyberbullying,
harmful content, and online predators, outweigh the positives.

Social media to be banned
for teens under-16
BANNED

G‘JGIII 00 0®

Facebook YouTube Instagram TikTok Roddit

Snapchat Threads

The ban will take effect across
Australia from 10 December.

Wellbeing Team
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Year 1

The Year 1 Students had an AMAZING day at Animal Land Children’s Farm. Despite the terrible
weather and hailstorm, we all managed to stay dry and have fun! We got to feed the ducks, milk
Amber the Jersey cow, make butter, have a tractor ride around the farm, plant a seed, have a pony
ride, and hold some adorable baby animals in the nursery. Lots of wonderful memories were
made and we learnt lots about farm life.

Student Reflections

The farm was fun. | was scared to hold the animals. Rehatvir 1A

My favourite part was when we got to milk Amber the cow. Xavier 1A

When we went on the playground after our pony ride | had so much fun. Lesi 1A

We saw baby bunnies they were so cute. Tatenda 1A

| loved the horse Snowflake and milking the cow. Aisha 1A

| liked holding the baby animals. The rabbit was so fluffy. Zoe 1B

| liked the rooster because it said “cock-a-doodle-doo”. Charlie 1B

| liked feeding the ducks, it tickled my hand. The feathers were all different colours. Kiara 1B
| liked the tractor ride around the farm and feeding the goats, they were very greedy. Connor 1B
I liked milking the cow because it makes ice cream and butter. Shanul 1B

| loved holding the baby animals. Fatima 1C

| enjoyed the nature and animals at the farm. Hunter 1C

The most exciting thing | did at the farm was milking the cow. Lola 1C

| liked seeing the pigs rolling around in the mud. Zain 1C

The pony ride was so fun, but it was a bit tricky getting on and off. Theo 1C
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Year 5
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As part of our Humanities Inquiry Project, Grade 5 students have been exploring how creativity
and innovation can be used to design products, services, or environments that meet community
needs. Drawing on their prior knowledge, skills, and research, students are working in teams to
design their own creations — from repurposed clothing items and community solutions to
handmade crafts, art, and food ideas.

To celebrate their learning, students will be taking part in a Design and Market Day (Cambridge
_bay or CBAY) in Week 8 of this term. During this event, they will have the opportunity to sell their
products or services to the school community.

Details for Families:
1 Students from across the school are welcome to visit and make purchases.
{ Students are able to bring up to $10 if they wish to buy items on the day.

1 Some students may offer hand-painting activities, so please ensure your child is aware of
any allergies or sensitivities before participating.

This project encourages our young learners to think like entrepreneurs, designers, and problem-
solvers — applying their economics and business understanding in a fun, hands-on way.

We look forward to sharing their wonderful creations with the school community!

Warm regards,
The Grade 5 Teaching Team
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CANTEEN
Toasty Cheese Day

Toasty Cheese Day is on the 1% of December, you can place your order via flexi schools or bring
correct money and form, back to the canteen.

All orders must be in on the 28" of November

If you would like to place a lunch order, you can go to www.flexischools.com.au and set up an
account or you can write your child’s name, grade and order on a brown paper bag with correct
money inside the bag.

If you order an icy pole the bag will have a stamp on the bag that says CANTEEN, your child must
bring the bag back to the canteen and | will give the item to them.

You can find an updated Canteen menu and price list on the website community section under
canteen.

If you pick up your child early from school and they have a lunch order, please make sure thatyou
get the lunch order before you leave the school grounds.

Cans For a Cause
Monday 17 of November to Friday 28th November

Wyndham Rotary ia collecting ring top cana of food to support the
Salvation Armyy feed the homeleas in Wyndham over the Christmaa
period.

We need your help.
You bring the cans, and we will collect, sort and deliver.
More information......contact Julis Mason

julie masongiwyndhamrotary. org Mobie 0406196630
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OUR SCHOOL PARTNER

raywhitewerribee.com

B
.TEAM KIDS

NEWSLETTER

WOW! TERM 41S FLYING BY

Can you believe how fast Term 4 is flying by?

We have had a blast of a time here at Team Kids. On the school
curriculum day, we were lucky enough to have Hoppers Crossing
CFA visit us to provide a well educated lesson on safety
awareness. After this, we were lucky enough to have a spray with
their hose and take a tour of the truck!

We have also been channeling our inner competitiveness with our
new sustainable indoor games! Along with this, we had 2 blast
celebrating Halloween and making some creepy crafts.

REGISTER :I?le JOIN THE UPCOMING

If you are looking to register your child to attend Don't forget!
Before School Care, After School Care, or

Vacation Care, please make an account on the
Team Kids portal, or call customer service. We reflect on our acts of kindness and

are located in the 2 portables near the Big Gym otk e sats vothiee b b
and Gate 1 and are happy to help! Kind! 9 ng

World Kindness day is creeping up next
week, this is a great chance for us to

National Children's Day is happening on
IMPORTANT DETAILS 20° November. We will be hosting the big
Before School Care: 6.45am-8.45am Team Kids play date! We have planned
After School Care: 3.15pm-6.45pm some fun afternoon activities. Be sure to
Vacation Care: 7.00am-6.45pm attend!

Service Phone: 0434940074, National Fairy Bread Day is happening on
24" November. We will be sprinkling
some magic during BSC and ASC to
celebrate!

Service Email:
cambridgeps@teamkids.com.au
stomer Service: 1300 035 000
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U10,U12,U14 & V16 GIRLS

PRE-REGISTRATION OF $50 (FULLY REFUNDABLE)

TRAINING DATES

TRAINED BY EXPERIENCED COACHING STAFF OF SENIOR AND AFL CLUB LEVEL

BOYS & GIRLS ALL AGES

~ CONTAET
* ADRIANA GIRLS 0433 906,102

JARROD U 8- 14 BOYS 0422636380
DAVE U16 - 23 BOYS 0419 313309 '
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