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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Jane Budd 

Welcome back to all our wonderful students, families, and staff as we begin a new term. It has 
been so lovely to see the smiles on our students’ faces and to hear their enthusiastic stories 
about a restful and enjoyable break. We are excited for the term ahead and all the learning 
opportunities it will bring. 

As we begin Term 2, we remain committed to nurturing a school community where everyone feels 
supported and strives for excellence. Our school values Respect, Integrity, Self-Resilience, and 
Excellence continue to guide all that we do. We encourage our students, and our wider 
community, to live these values both at school and beyond. 

A strong start to the day makes a big difference to student learning. Each morning, teachers 
warmly welcome students as they line up outside their classrooms, helping them settle calmly 
and transition into the day. We would greatly appreciate your support in reinforcing the following 
routines: 

• Students walk calmly onto the school grounds, ready to line up and begin their day.  

• For everyone’s safety, there is no running or playing on the playground before or after 
school.  

• Morning music signals the start of the school day and helps create a calm and positive 
atmosphere.  

• During school hours, students walk around the school grounds to ensure a safe 
environment for all.  

By working together, we can help all students feel settled, safe, and ready to learn each day. 

Our Year 4 students have returned a little tired but full of excitement after a wonderful experience 
at the Queenscliff YMCA camp. They enjoyed a range of engaging activities, including canoeing, 
pizza making, sand sculpting, archery, and a visit to the Marine Discovery Centre. We are very 
grateful to our parent volunteers for their support, and we sincerely thank our dedicated staff, 
who gave up time with their own families to attend camp and make this experience so special for 
our students. 

All families should now have received the Term 2 learning newsletter via Compass. This provides 
a helpful overview of what your child/ren will be learning throughout the term. I encourage you to 
take some time to read through it, as it outlines the key learning areas, topics, and opportunities 
ahead. 

Cambridge Primary School  

                       Respect-Integrity-Self-resilience -Excellence. 
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This term, we are pleased to once again offer our STEM extension classes and our Striving for 
Excellence program. These programs provide valuable opportunities to further extend and 
support students’ learning. If your child has been selected to participate, I kindly ask that all 
documentation is returned promptly. 

I also encourage you to keep communication channels open with your child’s teacher throughout 
the term. Regular communication via school email, student diaries, or face-to-face meetings 
when appropriate is a wonderful way to stay connected to your child’s learning journey. Please be 
mindful that mornings can be a busy time, as teachers are focused on settling students and 
preparing them for the day. Working together in this way helps us provide the best possible 
support for every student. 

Keep an eye out on Compass for information about the Victorian Reading Challenge. Reading is 
one of the most powerful ways to build literacy skills and confidence, and we are excited to be 
participating again this year. The challenge is not about competition, but about encouraging every 
student to enjoy their own reading journey, with a wide range of texts to suit different interests and 
abilities. 

Finally, we would like to thank our families for your ongoing support. Also take this opportunity to 
gently remind everyone of the importance of respectful communication within our school 
community. Our staff are deeply committed to supporting every child, and positive, respectful 
interactions help us work together in the best interests of all students. Just as we encourage our 
students to live our school values each day, we appreciate these being reflected across our whole 
community. 

We look forward to a positive and productive term ahead. 

Uniform  

Wearing our school uniform with pride is essential. Please ensure that you send your child/ren to 
school in our full school uniform every day. From week 3 onwards our parents and carers will 
begin to receive notices of incorrect uniform items. If you are unsure of our uniform policy, please 
visit our website.  

A reminder of the schools’ uniform expectations – specific jewellery i.e. ear studs and sleepers 
can be worn, but no necklaces, bracelets or rings are to be worn. Hair ties and bows must be 
school colours. All students are required to wear black school shoes or black sport shoes.  
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CAMBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL - 2027 PREP ENROLMENTS 

We are now accepting enrolments for Prep in 2027. If you, your friends, or neighbours have a 
child who will be 5 years old by April 30, 2026, we encourage you to enrol at your local 
neighbourhood school as early as possible. 

Enrolment Documentation 
Supporting documents can be submitted via email to cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au or 
delivered in person to our school office. 

Please include: 

• Your child’s birth certificate (front and back) 

• Immunisation History Statement 

• Two documents as proof of permanent residential address. These may include: 

o Contract of sale, title document, or rates notice (for homeowners), or 

o Rental agreement through a real estate agency (for tenants), or 

o A current Centrelink document (e.g. healthcare card), or 

o An ATO document along with one current utility bill (e.g. gas or electricity) 

Please note that all documents must be originals or certified copies. 

We look forward to welcoming our newest learners and their families to Cambridge Primary 
School in 2027! 

School safety  

A reminder that all students who ride their bikes or scooters to and from school must wear a 
helmet. This is an important safety requirement for all students. If a student arrives without a 
helmet, they will be asked to leave their bike or scooter at school until a helmet is provided. We 
appreciate your support in reinforcing this expectation and helping us keep all students safe. 

Mobile Phones 

A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that requires 
students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put away 
during school hours. The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and 
enforced from the start of the 2024 school year. The ban applies equally to all government schools 
right across the state. 

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and 
disruptions.  By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can 
interact with each other face-to-face, without the distractions and social pressures that mobile 
phones can cause. I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to 
support the implementation of this policy in our school. If students bring mobile phones to 
school, they MUST be brought to the office in the morning and collected at the end of the day. 
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Further information  

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, I 
ask that families contact the school office who will pass on a message as required.  

School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which 
implements the government’s mobile policy in line with our local context, is available  
https://cambridgeps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2024/09/Mobile-Phone.pdf 

Parent Contribution 2026 

We continue to invite parents once again to make payment towards the 2026 school voluntary 
contributions. Parent contributions can be made via the office or phone.  

Cambridge Primary School Council approves the school contributions each year, ensuring costs 
to parents are kept to a minimum, affordable for families and proportionate to the needs of the 
school. Contributions go specifically towards items that we believe add value to the school 
experience for students.  

Within our school this support has allowed us to offer a wide range of special curriculum 
experiences for our students 

• New upgrades around the school 

• Refurbishment of school grounds 

We continue to value your contributions in supporting our school’s programs and resources, 
without your contributions, many of these things may not be possible.  

Parent contributions can be made via the office, phone, BPay or Compass Pay. Please contact 
the school on 9748 9011 or via email cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au for your specific family 
BPay details and any further details you may require.  

Once again, we thank you for your ongoing support and valued contribution. 

 

https://cambridgeps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2024/09/Mobile-Phone.pdf
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IMPORTANT DATES  Term 1 2026 
Monday 4th May Whole School Assembly 9.00am 

 
Wednesday 6th May Mother’s Day Stall 
Thursday 7th May District Cross Country 
Friday 8th May Mother’s Day Breakfast 8.00am and 

Open Morning until 10.00am 
Monday 18th May Breakfast Club 
Monday 25th May Whole School Assembly 9.00am 
Wednesday 20th May Walk to School  
Friday 22nd May Movie Night 
Thursday 28th May School Photos 
Friday 5th June Curriculum Day – No students required 
Monday 8th June Public Holiday 
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Curriculum 

Maths at Cambridge  

As we move toward refining our approach to the Victorian Teaching and Learning model 2.0, 
introduced last year by the Department of Education, staff have worked to strengthen our 
teaching and learning of Mathematics through explicit teaching. This means that teachers clearly 
explain new ideas and guide students through their learning step by step. Teachers have used 
evidence-based strategies such as think-aloud, modelling through worked examples, and using 
concrete materials to support guided practice and break down concepts into manageable, 
smaller parts.  

At our school, we are committed to providing high-quality mathematics learning for every 
student. Next, we will work towards reviewing practices to monitor student learning and recall 
knowledge regularly over the year, addressing misunderstandings and forgotten knowledge early 
and connecting new learning clearly to what students already know. We will guide students to set 
goals, plan scaffolds, and give feedback to help them achieve learning goals.  

English at Cambridge  

At Cambridge Primary School, students take part in a daily 2-hour English block to support their 
reading, writing and speaking and listening development. Students in the early years (Foundation 
to Year 2), focus on the Phonics Plus program, which helps children learn how letters and sounds 
work together. Students practise recognising sounds, blending them to read words, and breaking 
words apart to spell them. The program also has a strong focus on teaching handwriting, common 
sight words, and building reading fluency through regular practice. Students in the upper years 
(Year 3 to Year 6), focus on the SMART Spelling program, which students learn to spell by 
understanding how words work, rather than just memorising them. The program uses a clear 
step-by-step approach to help children break words into smaller parts, such as sounds and letter 
patterns. This helps students become more confident and accurate spellers. The program follows 
a simple routine called SMART: Say, Meaning, Analyse, Remember and Teach. 

The second hour of the English block builds on students’ foundational skills by focusing on 
understanding and applying what they have learned. While the first hour develops word 
recognition, the second hour focuses on broader literacy skills through rich text study, where 
students read, write, and discuss a range of increasingly challenging fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Teachers support comprehension and vocabulary development through scaffolded literacy, 
shared reading and read-aloud, encouraging deeper thinking and discussion. This block also 
includes explicit teaching of grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure to help students 
become confident and capable writers. 

This structured and explicit teaching approach aligns with the new Victorian Teaching and 
Learning model and ensures students develop strong literacy skills. By learning how to decode 
words and understand language, children build the confidence they need to become successful 
readers and writers. 

Karen Cole, Laura Hutchins and Kayla Bourke – Curriculum Team 
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2026 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Cambridge Primary School is excited 
to be participating.  

This year's theme is 'Stories to discover. Stories to tell'. 

The Premiers’ Reading Challenge application offers a range of exciting features including: 

• Access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs). 

• A modern user-friendly interface. 

• Rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved. 

• The option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete 
a book review. 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge 
for children to read a set number of books by the 4th of September 2026. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 
and teachers.  

Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-
challenge  

 

Steps to log in: 

Go to Register and Log in (Your child has been registered so just log in using username and 
password from school, these will be in student’s dairies). 

At 'School coordinator or student page', click on sign in. 

At Student Log in page, go to VPRC Login, click on this and a username and password link will 
open.  

Then you or your child can type in their username and password and their page will open.  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fpremiers-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd1ce18fc50364d198d8008dea592763d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639130245631956301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BofQ%2FSqBc1jCf%2Bz1%2F32PTc9TwA09u8SWC17iyRDUGO4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fpremiers-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd1ce18fc50364d198d8008dea592763d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639130245631956301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BofQ%2FSqBc1jCf%2Bz1%2F32PTc9TwA09u8SWC17iyRDUGO4%3D&reserved=0
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Explore the site and you can search and add books that have been read by your child or shared 
books for the younger students.  

Over the challenge time, teachers can also add books shared at school so you may see extra 
books pop into your child’s account over time. Our local libraries offer a range of books, eBooks, 
audible books and Bilingual Picture Books for this challenge. For more information about the 
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/libraries/early-years/early-years-books-and-
reading/victorian-premiers-reading-challenge  

 

Good luck and enjoy this reading challenge.     

 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 School Camp at Camp Wyuna - Queenscliff 

Our Year 4 student recently enjoyed a fantastic school camp at Camp Wyuna in Queenscliff. We 
had the best weather, filled with lots of sunshine, as we enjoyed a variety of experiences such as 
canoeing, archery, building sandcastles, photo treasure hunts, and pizza making.  

We also visited the Marine Discovery Centre, where students got to see many swans on Swan Bay 
and learn about the history of how it was formed and how it is now protected. They got to see the 
feeding of fish and seahorses. Students got to touch rock animals, starfish, and shark eggs from 
the local area.  

The experience of camp provided a wonderful opportunity for our students to step outside their 
comfort zone, try new things, build independence, and strengthen friendships. We are so proud 
of the way the cohort embraced the camp experience, demonstrating our school values and 
building memories that will last a lifetime.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalogue.wyndham.vic.gov.au%2Fclient%2Fen_AU%2Fwycl%2F%3Frm%3DBILINGUAL%2BPICT0%257C%257C%257C1%257C%257C%257C0%257C%257C%257Ctrue%26dt%3Dlist&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd1ce18fc50364d198d8008dea592763d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639130245631981398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0Z%2FmoP1cS3d%2FyDTo1ahObuS%2FlUZ6tJhkTpANY%2FIwgHI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyndham.vic.gov.au%2Fservices%2Flibraries%2Fearly-years%2Fearly-years-books-and-reading%2Fvictorian-premiers-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd1ce18fc50364d198d8008dea592763d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639130245631998537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JfxV5khWE4NT5hXVQaF8nY75ixOkj2lq7ephz1A6qUI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyndham.vic.gov.au%2Fservices%2Flibraries%2Fearly-years%2Fearly-years-books-and-reading%2Fvictorian-premiers-reading-challenge&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd1ce18fc50364d198d8008dea592763d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639130245631998537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JfxV5khWE4NT5hXVQaF8nY75ixOkj2lq7ephz1A6qUI%3D&reserved=0
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Year 5 

“The Grade 5 students have been off to a flying start for Term 2. Everyone has come back from the 
Easter holidays ready to learn and showing RISE values consistently. Our recent RISE award 
winners are: Esekia Aiiloilo, Hridhaan Chhokar, Jamie Wharemate-Waiti, Yu Bo Fong, Eefa Shafraz 
and Amina Al-Arja. 

The grade 5s have also been meeting with their Prep buddies in the Better Buddies program. 
We’ve been able to make lots of friends and learn more about our younger students in the school.” 

Our Class Captains: 

Lily, Mario, Fateh, Antonio 

Ava, Srishti, Krishil 

Absent-Avika 
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 Wyndham City’s LIT event starts 24th April and runs for 
10 consecutive nights until Sunday 3rd May. This spectacular 
free event is located in Wyndham Park, Werribee, with a family 
friendly time of 6pm until 10pm, nightly  

There is even a Sensory Friendly Night on Monday 27th April.  

 

 


