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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Jane Budd 

Friday night’s Movie Night fundraiser was a fantastic success, bringing together students, 
families, and staff for an enjoyable evening of community connection. It was wonderful to see so 
many families attend, creating a vibrant and welcoming atmosphere across the school. 

The event not only provided a great opportunity for families to spend time together but also raised 
valuable funds to support our school programs and resources. A highlight of the evening was the 
raffle, with many generous contributions from our community helping to make it such a success. 
I would like to sincerely thank, Team kids, staff volunteers, Kerri Sheriff & Mrs Da Silva for their 
organisation and support, as well as our families for attending and contributing to the night. 
Events like these truly reflect the strength and spirit of our school community. Look out for a 
survey in the coming weeks. 

Our staff continue to work collaboratively to strengthen teaching and learning across the school, 
with a clear focus on both horizontal and vertical alignment. Through regular team planning, 
moderation, and professional learning, teachers are building shared understandings of 
curriculum, assessment, and effective instructional practices. This ensures consistency within 
year levels (horizontal alignment) and a clear progression of skills and knowledge as students 
move through the school (vertical alignment). This collaborative approach supports high-quality 
teaching, strengthens student outcomes, and ensures all learners experience a connected and 
cohesive learning journey. 

Pauline, Karen and I have been undertaking learning walks across the school, with a focus on 
strengthening consistent routines and clear expectations in every classroom. A key area of focus 
has been morning routines, including the use of morning circles, to ensure all students start the 
day feeling settled, connected, and ready to learn. It has been pleasing to see the positive impact 
of these practices, with classrooms demonstrating calm and purposeful starts to the day. By 
continuing to refine and strengthen these routines, we are supporting all students to be prepared 
for a successful day of learning and promoting a consistent approach across the school. 

A reminder to families that next Friday 5th June is a Curriculum Day, students will not be required 
at school.  Staff will be participating in ‘Berry Street Education Model training’ which is one of 4 
full days. This evidence-informed, trauma-informed approach supports educators to build 
strong, positive relationships with students and develop strategies that promote self-regulation, 
wellbeing, and engagement in learning. It also supports a consistent whole-school approach to 
student wellbeing and learning. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  Term 1 2026 
Monday 1st June Breakfast Club cancelled  
Friday 5th June Curriculum Day – No students required 
Monday 8th June Public Holiday 

 
Monday 15th June Breakfast Club 
Monday 22nd June Assembly 9.00am 
Wednesday 24th June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Students finish at 12.25pm 
Friday 26th June  End of Term 2  

Students finish at 1.45pm 
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Curriculum 

Literacy 

At Cambridge Primary School, students take part in a daily 2-hour literacy block to support their 
reading, writing, speaking and listening development. Students in the early years (Foundation to 
Year 2) focus on the Phonics Plus program, and students in the upper primary years (Year 3 to Year 
6) focus on the SMART Spelling program. The second hour of the English block builds on students’ 
foundational skills by focusing on understanding and applying what they have learned, through 
rich text study, where students read, write, and discuss a range of increasingly challenging fiction 
and non-fiction texts. 

Through this 2-hour literacy block, students are explicitly and systematically taught literacy 
instruction across the following key areas of the Big 6 of Reading: 

● Oral Language – building communication skills, vocabulary and understanding. 
● Phonological Awareness – recognising and manipulating sounds in spoken language. 
● Phonics – developing knowledge of letter-sound relationships. 
● Vocabulary – expanding word knowledge and language comprehension. 
● Fluency – improving accuracy, expression and reading confidence. 
● Comprehension – developing deep understanding and critical thinking about texts. 

 

Our literacy program is closely aligned with the Victorian Teaching and Learning Model 2.0, which 
promotes evidence-based teaching practices that maximise student learning growth. Through 
explicit teaching and clear learning objectives, structured modelling, guided practice, 
differentiated learning experiences, collaborative discussions and student engagements. The 
integration of the Big 6 of Reading, Phonics Plus Program, SMART Spelling Program and Text Study 
Units reflects Cambridge Primary School’s commitment to high-impact, evidence-informed 
literacy instruction that supports improved student outcomes. 

 

Supporting Literacy Learning at Home 

Families play a vital role in supporting literacy development. Parents and carers can assist their 
child by: 

● Encouraging daily reading at home. 
● Reading to their child in their home language. 
● Listening to their child read aloud. 
● Discussing books, stories and new vocabulary. 
● Practising sounds, letters and high-frequency words. 
● Providing opportunities for purposeful writing, such as lists, journals or letters. 
● Celebrating literacy achievements and progress. 
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Regular reading and positive engagement with literacy at home significantly contribute to student 
confidence, achievement and a lifelong love of learning. 

We value the ongoing partnership between home and school and look forward to supporting your 
child’s literacy growth throughout the term. 

 

Education Week 2026 

Last week, our school celebrated Education Week, with this year’s Victorian theme, “Showcasing 
Your School.” The week provided a wonderful opportunity to recognise and celebrate the 
outstanding learning, achievements and experiences taking place across our school community 
each day. 

Throughout the week, students were able to reflect on the many opportunities available at our 
school and the positive learning culture that supports every student to thrive. Classrooms 
showcased engaging learning experiences taking place across the school every day, highlighting 
the dedication of our teachers and the enthusiasm and growth of our students. 

A particular highlight was the opportunity to share the students’ wonderful views of Cambridge 
Primary School through their writing. Their highlights and celebrations of our school were fun 
activities, movie night, specialist classes, the two gyms, three soccer pitches, a canteen and 
supportive, friendly and caring teachers. 

 

  

 

Education Week also reinforced the importance of the partnership between home and school. 
We greatly appreciate the support of our parents and carers, whose ongoing encouragement 
plays an essential role in student success and wellbeing. 
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Most importantly, the week celebrated our students — their achievements, creativity, resilience 
and positive contributions to our school community. We are incredibly proud of all they continue 
to accomplish and thank our families for helping make our school such a vibrant and supportive 
place to learn. 

Karen Cole, Laura Hutchins and Kayla Bourke – Curriculum Team 

 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2026 

We are very excited to share that Cambridge Primary School has read a total of 1118 (963 books 
from the challenge list and an additional 115 free choice books) books so far! 

A special shout out to these students who have made a fantastic start to the challenge:  

● Tanvi from 1A. 
● Aarvi from 3D.   
● Georgia from 3B. 
● Harper from 4D. 
● Snigdha from 6D.  
● Dakshin from 4E for writing detailed summaries of the books he has read. 

 

We are excited to see how many books our school can read. 

Steps to log in:   https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 

Go to Register and Log in (Your child has been registered so just log in using username and 
password from school, these have been given out by the classroom teacher). 

Click on 'School coordinator or student page', click on sign in. 

Click on VPRC Login and type the username and password and the page will open. 

Explore the site to search and add books that have been read by your child or shared books for 
the younger students.  

Good luck and keep up the amazing work on this reading challenge.     
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Cambridge events 
Movie night 2026  
 

What a fantastic evening we shared at our Family Movie Night! 

A huge thank you to all of our families who came along, brought 
picnic rugs, enjoyed time together and helped create such a warm 
and positive community atmosphere. It was wonderful to see 
students, siblings and families connecting, laughing and enjoying the 
evening together. 

Events like these are only possible because of the support of our 
school community, and we truly appreciate everyone who attended 
and contributed to making the night such a success. 

We also extend our thanks to our staff and volunteers who assisted 
with the organisation and smooth running of the evening. 

We look forward to many more opportunities to come together as a 
community throughout the year! 

Thank you to those who have given us feedback on our event this is 
a community effort and your input is crucial to its success for years 
to come.  

Add your feedback here: https://forms.gle/KwVZkTthxQGCvSCj7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/KwVZkTthxQGCvSCj7
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Thank You – Walk to School Morning 
Thank you to all our students, families and staff who participated in our Walk to School Morning. 

It was fantastic to see so many families walking, riding and scooting to school together while 
promoting healthy habits, road safety and community connection. 

The morning was filled with energy and enthusiasm, and it was wonderful seeing students arrive 
at school active, smiling and ready for learning. 

We greatly appreciate the support of our families in helping make events like this possible and 
encouraging healthy, active lifestyles within our community. 

Thank you again for being involved and helping create such a positive start to the day! 

 

Wellbeing 

Term 2 Student Support Group Meetings  

Thank you to all parents and caregivers who attended Student Support Group (SSG) meetings this 
term. We greatly value the strong partnerships we have with families and appreciate the time 
taken to discuss and support your child’s learning, wellbeing, and progress at school. 

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) will be printed and sent home in the near future for families to 
keep for their records. 

Our next round of SSG meetings will take place mid-Term 3. However, please remember that if 
you would like to discuss anything regarding your child at any stage, you do not need to wait until 
then, you are always welcome to contact your child’s teacher to arrange a suitable time to meet 
or speak. 

If you have any updated allied health reports or relevant documentation, please email them 
through to the school (cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au) so that teachers and support staff 
can continue to work collaboratively and stay informed in supporting your child. 

 

mailto:cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Mel McArthur 
Wellbeing & Inclusion Leader 

 

 

Year 1 

This week in Grade 1, we have started learning about subtracting numbers up to 20. To help us 
understand the whole-part-part model, we used tiny teddies on a tens frame. We started with a 
whole number of teddies, then we took one part away (and ate them!) and we were left with 
another part 
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Year 4 

This term, the Grade 4 students have been exploring the exciting world of shapes in Mathematics. 
After developing a strong understanding of 2D shapes and their features, students have now 
moved on to investigating 3D shapes. 

Through a range of hands-on learning experiences, students have been building and exploring 
different 3D objects to better understand their properties, including faces, edges, and vertices. 
One of the highlights was creating 3D shapes using popsicle sticks and Blu Tack, which allowed 
students to construct models and see how shapes come together in real life. 

Students also enjoyed using materials from the classroom maths trolley to create composite 
shapes and structures using a variety of different shapes. These engaging activities encouraged 
creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving while helping students strengthen their mathematical 
understanding in a fun and interactive way 
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Year 6 

 

 

 

CPS Chess Championship 

Cambridge will be holding its 15th annual chess championships on June 11. Students from Years 
3-6 are welcome to enter. Trophies will be awarded to the champions of each year level, as well 
as gold, silver and bronze medals. The overall winner will become the 2026 Cambridge Chess 
Champion, and their name will be engraved on the perpetual trophy that sits in the gym foyer. You 
can enter via the Compass app or request a paper permission note from your child’s teacher. 
Entries close on Friday, 5th June. 
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Shop For School 

We are excited to announce that Cambridge Primary School will once again be participating in 
the Pacific Werribee “Shop for your School” campaign, running from  

11th May – 21 st June. 

This year, 19 schools are involved, and there are fantastic prizes up for grabs! The top three 
schools will share in $30,000, with: 

• 1st Prize – $15,000 

• 2nd Prize – $10,000 

• 3rd Prize – $5,000 

Excitingly, all participating schools will also receive $500, making every contribution valuable to 
our school community. 

Families can support Cambridge Primary School by shopping at participating stores within Pacific 
Werribee and uploading their receipts to the campaign website. Every $1 spent contributes points 
towards our school’s total, with the scoring system adjusted fairly according to school size. 

There are also prizes for families and community members: 

• Parents who sign up to the e-newsletter via the QR code on the flyer will go into the draw 
to win a $500 fresh food voucher. 

• Community members who upload receipts and vote for their school can also go into 
weekly draws to win $200 gift cards. 

Participating stores include Aldi, Bakers Delight, Breadtop, Coles, Ferguson Plarre, Woolworths 
and many more. 

More information, including flyers, will be sent home soon. Thank you in advance for supporting 
Cambridge Primary School through this exciting community campaign. 

For more information, please visit:  Pacific Werribee Shop for your School Campaign 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpacificwerribee.qicre.com%2FPromotions%2FShop-for-your-school%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com&data=05%7C02%7CWendy.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1c195401bf824468e4cd08deacabeb7d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639138052012716089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5SV1LWR9I%2BVfcHCLp2N9WkdMlg3pzQ7JXRVXveukZds%3D&reserved=0
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Canteen 

We will only have a limited selection for lunch orders until the current power issue has been 
resolved: 

Lunch        Frozen items 

Nuggets        Zooper Doopers   
Margarita pizza       Frozen apple cups 
Sweet chilli tenders      Slushy 
Traveller pie       Bull ice cream cup 
Sausage roll 
Toasted cheese sandwich or ham & cheese toasties 
Hot chicken roll 
Party pies 
Dim sims 
Mac & cheese 
Spaghetti bolognese 
Corn  
Hot dog & Halal hot dog 
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Our School Partner 

 

 


