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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Jane Budd 

Last week, we officially commenced our School Review, and it has been a fantastic start. The 
review panel has spent time analysing our school data, visiting classrooms, and speaking with 
both students and staff about teaching, learning and wellbeing across Cambridge Primary 
School. It has been a wonderful opportunity to showcase the outstanding work taking place every 
day in our classrooms and to celebrate the strong culture of learning that exists across our 
school.  

I have been incredibly proud of our students, who spoke confidently about their learning, learning 
goals and the routines that support their success. Our staff have also demonstrated their 
commitment to providing high-quality teaching and creating engaging learning environments 
where every student can thrive. The School Review is an important part of our continuous 
improvement journey. It allows us to celebrate our many successes while identifying future 
priorities that will continue to strengthen outcomes for all students over the next four years. 

I look forward to sharing the outcomes of the review with our community once the process has 
been completed. 

The safety of our students, families, staff and wider community is our highest priority. We know 
school traffic and surrounding streets become increasingly busy before and after school. We all 
have a shared responsibility to ensure that every child arrives at school safely and returns home 
safely each day. 

Please help us keep our school community safe by following these important reminders: 

• Always use the supervised school crossing when crossing the road. Our School 
Crossing Supervisor is there to ensure everyone can cross safely. 

• Park legally and safely. Please do not stop in the middle of the road, double park, or 
park across driveways, footpaths or designated crossings. 

• Follow all road signs and speed limits, Carruthers Drive is the 40 km/h zone all day not 
just during School times 

• Hold your child's hand when walking through the car park or crossing roads, 
particularly with younger children. 

• Be patient and courteous. School drop-off and pick-up times can be busy, and a little 
patience goes a long way in keeping everyone safe. 

• Model safe behaviours for our children. They learn by watching the adults around them. 

 

Cambridge Primary School  

                       Respect-Integrity-Self-resilience -Excellence. 
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Unsafe parking or stopping in a way that obstructs traffic can create unnecessary risks for 
children, families and other road users. By making safe choices and following the road rules, we 
can all contribute to a safer environment around our school. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping keep Cambridge Primary School a safe and 
welcoming place for everyone. Together, by demonstrating our RISE Values of Respect, Integrity, 
Self-Resilience and Excellence, we can ensure every child begins and ends their school day 
safely. 

I understand that, on occasion, families may choose to take holidays during the school term. If 
you are planning a family holiday that will require your child to be absent from school, I ask that 
you please notify the school as early as possible. Before your holiday, please visit the school 
office to complete the required Student Absence – Family Holiday Form. This ensures that the 
school has accurate attendance records and is aware of your child's absence. 

Regular attendance at school is important for your child's learning, wellbeing and social 
development. As a school we encourage families, where possible, to plan holidays during the 
school holiday periods to minimise disruption to learning. Thank you for your support in helping 
us maintain accurate attendance records and ensuring the best possible learning outcomes for 
all students. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  Term 3 2026 
Monday 10th August Breakfast Club 
10th August – 14th August Science Week 
14th August Silly Science Hat 

Open classroom 2.20pm 
Monday 24th August Assembly 9.00am 
24th August – 28th August Book Week 
25th August – 28th August Book Fair  

before and after school 
Thursday 3rd September Father’s Day Breakfast 
Friday 4th September Curriculum Day 

Student Free Day 
 

Curriculum 

It has been wonderful to welcome students back for another exciting term of learning. 
Classrooms have quickly settled into routines, and students have enthusiastically embraced new 
learning opportunities across our literacy program. 

This term, we are excited to introduce the ARC Grammar and Punctuation lessons across the 
school. These explicit lessons are helping students build a strong understanding of how language 
works. Students are developing their knowledge of grammar, punctuation and sentence structure 
through carefully sequenced learning, allowing them to apply these skills with increasing 
confidence in both their reading and writing. 

Alongside our grammar lessons, students are immersed in and engaged with Text Study Units, 
where they explore quality literature while strengthening their reading comprehension, 
vocabulary, oral language, and writing skills. Throughout each unit, students investigate 
characters, themes, language features and the author's purpose before applying these 
understandings in their own writing. 

This Term's Text Studies include:  

Prep – Fairy Tales 
Our Prep students are discovering the magical world of fairy tales through the texts Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears and Three Billy Goats Gruff. They are identifying familiar characters, 
settings and story structures while developing early comprehension and oral language skills. 

Year 1 – Sunday Chutney 
Year 1 students are exploring Sunday Chutney, using the story to develop their understanding of 
characters, perspective and descriptive language while building confidence as readers and 
writers. 
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Year 2 – Eagle, Crow and Emu: Bird Stories 
Students are reading traditional First Nations stories, exploring rich vocabulary, Australian 
wildlife and important cultural themes while developing their comprehension and language 
skills. 

Year 3 – Brindabella 
Year 3 students are enjoying Brindabella, focusing on character development, vocabulary and 
making thoughtful connections between the text and their own experiences. 

Year 4 – Ancient Greece 
Year 4 students are exploring the fascinating world of Ancient Greece through an engaging 
information text. They are building their knowledge of historical civilisations while developing 
skills in reading informative texts, identifying text features and expanding topic-specific 
vocabulary. 

Year 5 – Blueback 
Year 5 students are studying Blueback, exploring themes of environmental responsibility, 
relationships and perspective while strengthening their comprehension and analytical thinking. 

Year 6 – Persuasive Unit 
Year 6 students are developing their persuasive reading and writing skills. They are analysing 
persuasive texts, identifying persuasive techniques and crafting well-structured arguments 
supported by strong evidence. 

We love celebrating the wonderful literacy learning taking place across our classrooms! 

This term we have been particularly impressed by students who have: 

• Demonstrated confidence when sharing their ideas during class discussions. 
• Shown persistence when editing and improving their writing. 
• Applied new grammar and punctuation skills in their independent work. 
• Used rich vocabulary from their class texts in their own writing. 
• Embraced reading with enthusiasm and curiosity each day.   

We look forward to another fantastic term of learning and thank our families for their ongoing 
support in helping every student become a confident reader, writer 
and communicator. 
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2026 

We are very excited to share that Cambridge Primary School has read a total of 2519 books 
(2314 from the challenge list and an additional 205 free-choice books) so far! 

A special shout-out to these students who have read an incredible amount of books so far: 

• Snigdha from 6D with 47 challenge and 76 free choice books.   
• Pravigna from 5B with 307 challenge and 316 free choice books. 
• Harper from 4C with 54 challenge and 60 free choice books.  
• Georgia from 3B with 192 challenge and 375 free choice books.  
• Theodore from 2C with 22 challenge and 60 free choice books.  
• Tanvi from 1A with 44 challenge and 138 free choice books.  
• Serena from PC with 6 challenge books and 23 free choice books.  

 

Steps to log in: 

Go to Register and Log in (Your child has been registered, so just log in using the username and 
password from school; these have been given out by the classroom teacher). 

Click on 'School coordinator or student page', and click on Sign in. 

Click on VPRC Login, type the username and password, and the page will open. 

 

Explore the site to search and add books that have been read by your child or shared books for 
the younger students.  

Good luck and keep up the amazing work on this reading challenge. We only have 32 days left, 
and it’s never too late to finish the challenge! (Ending on the 4th of September,2026).  
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Book Week in Week 7 is approaching soon, and we wanted to let you know about some key events.  

Our Book Week assembly and dress-up will be held on Monday the 24th of August. Students can dress 

up as their favourite book character on this day. We will have a whole school assembly starting at 9 am 

to celebrate and run the Book Week parade. This assembly will run for approximately one hour. 

Costumes do not have to be expensive. This is a great time to get creative to make a costume using 

materials from home. Costumes could include:  

• Cat in the Hat 
• Matilda 
• The Bad Guys characters 
• A crayon from The Day the Crayons Quit 

We are excited to have a Book Fair available during the week. Please see separate Compass posts about 

times open and location.  

Throughout the week, students will be able to participate in activities to celebrate Book Week. These 

activities include book themed scavenger hunts, reading lessons using the CBCA Shortlisted Book of 

the Year texts, read-with-me sessions run by our leadership team, and Write a Book in a Day for 

selected Year 5 and 6 students.  

We look forward to celebrating with our community in Week 7 (Monday 24th - Friday 28th August.  

 

Karen Cole, Laura Hutchins and Kayla Bourke – Curriculum Team 
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Wellbeing 
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Term 3 Student Support Group Meetings 

 
SSGs will be held on the following dates: 
Grades 4-6: 
-Tuesday 11th August  
-Monday 17th August (week 6) 
Grades P-3:  
-Wednesday 12th August  
-Thursday 13th August 
-Friday 14th August 
Bookings will open in Compass, week 3, Monday 27th July.  
For those new to the process, below is some information about SSGs 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) will be sent home later in the term. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me via phone or email: 
cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Mel McArthur 

Wellbeing & Inclusion Leader 

mailto:cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Year 1 

Grade 1 students have been learning about safety.  

They designed signs using the universal language of signs to address safety concerns 
around the school.  
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Year 6 MND Fundraiser 

We would just like to thank everyone for their donations and support yesterday. We raised over 
$500 for Fight MND which supports people living with motor neurone disease. A big thanks to 
everyone who helped organise this amazing day with lots of fun!  

 

STEM Senior Extension Class 

On Friday, 21st July, our STEM Senior Extension class students participated in a webinar linked to 
the Love Your Locals Project, presented by Werribee Open Range Zoo in partnership with 
Wyndham and Hobsons Bay City Councils.  The webinar introduced them to the Love Your Locals 
Project they will be participating in during Term 3.  In the session, the class learnt about a few of 
the local endangered species of animals located in our area (e.g. Eastern Barred Bandicoot, 
Orange-bellied Parrot).  The session allowed students to participate by answering questions 
online using their current understanding and knowledge of the habitats that these animals live in 
and their populations.  It was great to see the students interacting with each other and allowing 
everyone to participate and have a say on what animal we will choose as a group to focus our 
project on.  Over the next few weeks, the students will be designing, creating, and preparing a 
presentation regarding their animals, via information pamphlets, and other ways to help raise 
awareness about their chosen local species. 

The students from the Love Your Locals Project will be showcased this animals or plants to Grade 
Prep and Grade 1 students near the end of this term (Term 3). 
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STEM 

National Science Week 2026 

 
 

National Science Week 2026 is taking place from the 15th to 23rd of August, however, at Cambridge Primary 
School we will be celebrating it from the 10th to 14th August.  This year’s theme is “Seeds of Science: Nurturing 
Knowledge for All”.  Using the following website link  https://www.scienceweek.net.au/ you can see 
information about National Science Week 2026 as well as events and activities that can be completed at 
home.  

Cambridge Primary School STEM teachers, Ms. Sarah Daniele and Ms. Fiona Voigt, have organised an 
incursion for each grade level. They will be attending a Cosmodome session linked to the STEM curriculum 
they have been learning in Term 3 ‘Earth and Space Sciences,’ e.g. Natural Disasters, Seasons, Weather, Solar 
System. 

As part of Science Week this year we ask students to create a Silly Science Hat at home which is to be worn 
to school on Friday 14th August.  The students will have a parade during Session 1 (8.50am to 9.30am) in the 
Big Gym to showcase their fantastic hats.  There will be a prize for the Silliest Hat, Most Creative and Crowd 
Favourite. 

On Friday 14th August Session 5 (2.15pm to 3.15pm) the school will be holding a community event when 
parents and caregivers are invited to attend their children’s classroom to help complete a Science Activity. 
So, please put your Scientist hats back on and help your children celebrate Science Week 2026 with us, we 
can’t wait to see you on the day. 

Also, on Friday 14th August the canteen will be offering a special Science Week snack bag for $2.50 containing 
science-themed lollies, savoury snack and H2O (water).  There is only a limited number of snack bags 
available and can be purchased via Flexischools. 

 

 

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
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Our School Partner   
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