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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Jane Budd 

 

 

Can you believe we only have two weeks to go until the end of Term 3? The term has certainly 
flown by! It has been a busy and exciting term at Cambridge Primary School, with so many 
wonderful learning opportunities, events and achievements across our school community. As we 
head into the final weeks, there is still plenty happening, and we encourage our students to 
continue to give their best, embrace their learning and demonstrate our RISE values every day. 
Let’s finish the term strongly and make the most of these final three weeks together! 

What a wonderful Book Week we have had at Cambridge Primary School! Our school has been 
filled with excitement, imagination and a love of reading as our students celebrated the magic of 
books and the wonderful stories that inspire us. A special highlight was our Book Week Parade, 
which was fantastic to see! Our students and staff embraced the opportunity to dress up as their 
favourite book characters, with so many creative, colourful and imaginative costumes on display. 
It was wonderful to see students proudly sharing their characters with their friends and 
celebrating their love of books together. 

A huge thank you to our families and wider school community for getting involved and supporting 
our students. We know that preparing costumes can take time and creativity, and we truly 
appreciate the effort our families put in to make the parade such a special event. Book Week is a 
wonderful reminder of the importance of reading and the incredible role books play in developing 
imagination, vocabulary, curiosity and a lifelong love of learning. 

Keep reading, keep imagining and keep discovering the wonderful worlds that books can open 
up!  

On Wednesday, Cambridge Primary School was proud to host the SRC Forum, bringing together 
student leaders from schools across the electorate for a day of connection, collaboration and 
leadership development. The forum was hosted by Joanne Ryan MP, Federal Member for Lalor, 
and provided students with a wonderful opportunity to meet other young leaders, share their 
experiences and have their voices heard on issues that matter to them. Throughout the day, 
students worked collaboratively in groups to reflect on and analyse the plans they had developed 
for their own school communities. Students openly share their ideas, concerns, perspectives and 
experiences, and to see them thoughtfully consider ways they could make a positive difference 
within their schools. 
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Most schools left the forum with a project or idea aimed at improving their school culture, and we 
look forward to hearing about the progress they make throughout the year. A special thank you to 
Joanne Ryan MP for providing this valuable opportunity for young people across the electorate 
and for listening to the voices of our future leaders.  

We were very excited to have two teams of Cambridge Primary School students on Wednesday 
took part in Write a Book in a Day! Write a Book in a Day is the ultimate test of teamwork and 
creativity, challenging teams to write and illustrate an entire book within just 12 hours. - (8am -
8pm). Each team consisted of 5–10 participants, who worked together to create their own unique 
story based on special parameters provided on the day. This meant no team could get a head 
start, making the challenge even more exciting! 

This wonderful initiative, supported by The Kids’ Cancer Project, is about more than just writing a 
book. Every book submitted is made available free of charge to children in hospitals across 
Australia, with the potential to brighten the day of a child who is experiencing a difficult time in 
hospital. It is a wonderful way for our students to use their creativity and teamwork to make a 
positive difference to other children and families. All submitted books are also assessed by a 
talented panel of judges, with prizes awarded for Best Overall Book and Best Illustrations at both 
state and national levels. 

Our two Cambridge teams worked incredibly hard throughout the challenge, demonstrating 
wonderful creativity, teamwork and perseverance. We are incredibly proud of their efforts and the 
books they created. A special thank you to Ms Hutchens and Ms Bourke for all the planning and 
preparation that went into making this exciting opportunity possible for our students.  

We are so proud of you! We can’t wait to see what you create! 

Our Father’s Day Breakfast was another great success this year! It was wonderful to see so many 
dads, grandfathers, uncles and special people joining our students for a morning of connection, 
conversation and celebration. The atmosphere was fantastic, and our students loved having the 
opportunity to share this special morning with the important people in their lives. Thank you to 
everyone who joined us and helped make the morning so special. We wish all our dads, 
grandfathers, uncles and special people a very happy Father’s Day this Sunday. We also 
recognise and remember those who are no longer with us and know that they continue to hold a 
special place in the hearts of many of our families. 

Finally, a reminder that tomorrow (Friday 4th September) is ‘Curriculum Day’. We continue our 
work with ‘Berry Street who have work with around 3,000 schools across Australia. Our focus will 
be on ‘student regulation’. Students are not required to attend school on this day. 
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If your child/ren currently in Prep–Year 5 will be leaving Cambridge Primary School at the end of 
2026 to attend another school in 2027, please visit the school office to complete the required 
documentation. Providing this information as early as possible will assist us with planning our 
staffing, class structures and resources for 2027. We greatly appreciate your support in helping 
us prepare effectively for the year ahead. 

We will start planning our grade structures and staffing for 2027 early next term based on our 
projected numbers and after this we will be placing students into grades and then assigning 
teachers to classes. When we place students in classes, we are looking to create the best 
learning environment for all students. Our decisions focus heavily on educational outcomes and 
overall group dynamics. Our criteria for placing students are:  

· Educational needs/outcomes  

· Behavioural needs/outcomes 

 · Overall group dynamics – creating a positive and supportive group 

 · Friendship needs – if relevant in supporting student learning 

* If you have any information about your child’s educational needs that you have not already 
discussed with their class teacher, please email our Assistant Principals via 
cambridge.ps@education.vic.gov.au no later than October 5th.  

If you know of families who have yet to enrol their children for school in 2027. Please encourage 
them to contact to Office as soon as possible. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  Term 3 2026 
Friday 4th September Curriculum Day 

Student Free Day 
Monday 14th September Breakfast Club 

Footy Day 
Friday 18th September 9.30am – 10.50am Open Classroom & 

Community BBQ 
End of Term 3  

Student finish 1.45pm 
Monday 5th October TERM 4 Starts 
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Curriculum 

Victorian NAPLAN 2026 Results 

We are proud to share the latest Victorian NAPLAN results with our Cambridge Primary School 
community. 

The 2026 results highlight strong achievement and continued growth across a range of learning 
areas. Victorian students achieved the first- or second-highest scores in 16 of the 20 NAPLAN 
tests nationally, with particularly strong results in Numeracy, Writing, and Grammar and 
Punctuation. 

The results also show significant improvement in Numeracy for students in Years 5, 7, and 9, 
compared with 2023. 

Year 3 Reading Writing Numeracy 

Cambridge 71% 76% 63% 

Similar Schools 67% 78% 62% 

State 69% 78% 67% 

Network 63% 72% 58% 
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Year 5 Reading Writing Numeracy 

Cambridge 72% 74% 74% 

Similar Schools 71% 71% 66% 

State 74% 73% 71% 

Network 65% 71% 63% 

  

Cambridge Primary School NAPLAN Results 

We are proud to share some positive highlights from our recent NAPLAN results. Our students have 

demonstrated strong achievement across Reading, Writing and Numeracy, with Cambridge Primary 

School performing above the Network in all areas across both Year 3 and Year 5. 

A particular highlight was our Year 5 results, with students performing above Similar Schools, the State 

and Network in both Writing and Numeracy. Our Year 3 students also demonstrated strong 

achievement in Reading, performing above Similar Schools, the State and Network. 

These results reflect the hard work and commitment of our students, staff, and families. We are proud 

of the progress our students have made and will continue to use this information to identify strengths, 

celebrate success, and support every student in their learning journey. 

At Cambridge Primary School, we will continue to use our NAPLAN data alongside our school-based 

assessment information to identify areas of strength, monitor student progress and plan targeted 

teaching that supports every student to achieve their best. 

We congratulate our students, staff and families on their ongoing commitment to learning and 

celebrate the strong focus on improvement across Victorian schools. 

Mathematics Curriculum 

What’s happening in our Maths classrooms?  

Term 3 has been another busy term, and we are only three-quarters through. This term, as a school, 

we are continuing our journey into aligned practices to the VTLM 2.0, which focuses on the cognitive 

load of students, increasing memory and recall by applying mathematical knowledge to previously 

taught areas regularly, explicitly teaching new concepts with modelled examples and chunking learning 

to allow for mastery of applied skills. All teams are regularly using the Victorian Lesson plans and 

adapting to meet student needs by regularly reviewing and planning for using data. Over the term, 

Year levels have focused on:  
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Prep  

Preps are learning to name the days of the week and the events that may occur during these days. For 
number, students have practiced how to count on to add and subtract. Hands-on materials have been 
essential to building their understanding of numbers up to 20.  

One 

In Year One, we are participating in the trial of the Year 1 Numeracy Check. This assessment will 
demonstrate students' knowledge of the foundations of basic number knowledge and facts. It will 
support us in refining our practice to meet the needs of students as they develop their number sense. 
The cohort has also explored basic multiplication and sharing strategies using real-life examples. Skip 
counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s has also supported students' ability to share and multiply numbers.  

Two 

Multiplication and division have also been the focus in Year 2. The cohort has refined strategies to 
calculate using strategies such as doubling or skip counting instead of relying on counting by 1s. They 
are exploring how to organise collections efficiently using arrays to support them when solving 
problems.  

Three 

Learning how to measure and compare mass and capacity using units of measurement has been the 
focus in Year 3. Students have explored what it means to accurately measure and how to read scales 
on a ruler, analogue scale and measuring jugs. Students have also learned about 3D objects, their 
names and what features they have to make it a three-dimensional object.  

Four 

The Year 4’s are exploring fractions and measurement. With fractions, students are going beyond 
identifying a fraction, learning how to compare the size of a fraction, order and count with fractions, 
and convert between improper and proper fractions. Through measurement, students are exploring 
using analogue and digital scales to find the mass of objects. It has been a hands-on experience in both 
areas as they formulate clearer understandings.  

Five 

The broadening of multiplicative thinking skills and building the capacity of students to explain their 
reasoning for using a strategy compared to others has been the focus in Year 5. They have also 
reviewed addition and subtraction skills using money in more complex problems using larger whole 
and decimal amounts.  

Six 

Year 6 students developed their understanding of patterns, algebra, space and geometry. Students 

identified, described and created growing number and visual patterns using rules. They explored the 

relationship between multiplication and division through fact families and used mathematical 

relationships to solve problems. In geometry, students investigated 3D objects, nets and parallel cross-

sections, comparing how different 3D objects could be represented in 2D. They also developed their 

spatial reasoning skills by explaining and comparing geometric features.  

Karen Cole, Laura Hutchins and Kayla Bourke – Curriculum Team 
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Senior STEM Extension 

Love Your Locals Community Program 

By Charlize Sherriff and Areeb Iqbal 

The Senior STEM Extension team went to the Werribee Zoo which was linked to their Love Your 
Locals Community Project and saw lots of animals on Friday 21st August. 

Before entering the Orange Bellied Parrots enclosure everyone was given a card that indicated 
whether each bird had made the migration flight to Tassie from Victoria.  Some birds were eaten 
by introduced species, could not make the flying distance, had an accident with a cargo ship, loss 
of habitat and killed by other threats.  Only two birds made it to Victoria. 

We then hiked and saw koalas, gorillas, camels, giraffes, bison, musk ox, rhino and OBPs (Orange 
Bellied Parrots)! 

But we observed the most animals when we went on the amazing safari bus! 

All our experiences and adventures were amazing.  Then we had to packed, head back to the bus 
and back to school. 

We all would like to thank Ms. Daniele for arranging this trip for us. 
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Canteen 

Footy Day Lunch Orders - Monday 14th September.  

Footy Day Lunch orders can be placed through Flexi schools or complete the note with student’s name, 
class and lunch required together with the correct money $8.00 and return it to the canteen. 

All orders must be placed by 10th September. 

 

          Team Kids  
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Team Kids 

Bookings open now for another 
exciting school holiday program 
planned this spring! 

You can look forward to: 
- Unique daily experiences, 

incursions, and 
excursions       

- Screen-free fun and 
active play                 

- Delicious morning and 
afternoon snacks 
included daily    

- CCS-approved care    
- Flexible booking options 
             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Partner 



Newsletter 14 – 03 Sept 2026 
OUR VISION 

Growth Through Learning 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Cambridge Primary School strives to equip and empower lifelong learners that contribute collaboratively to build a positive, 

inclusive, and successful school and community. 

Respect – Integrity – Self Resilience – Excellence    Respect – Integrity – Self Resilience Excellence 
 
 

 


